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4I0 TAe War Uitutratei April 25lh 1941 

How Hitler Struck at Greece and Yugoslavia 

Beyond a doubt Hitler hoped, perhaps expected, that Greece and Yugoslavia would 
succumb to bis threats, just as Bulgaria and Rumania had done. But the two countries, 
small and weak though they are compared with the Axis Powers, refused to be bullied, 
preferring to fight rad^ thw surrender. So on April 6 the Fuehrer launched his armies 
against them ; the great campaign of 1941 had begun. 


W ITHOUT troubling to declare war, 
the Germans invaded Yugoslavia 
and Greece at dawn on Sunday, 
April 6 , 1941. 

" At 5.15 this morning the German Army 
in Bulgaria perpetrated an unprovoked attack 
against Greek frontier guards. Our forces 
are defending their national territory.’* So 
read the first communiqud issued by the 
Greek High Command on that momentous 
day. A few hours afterwards a second 
communique stated that the attack was 
being delivered by powerful German forces 
abundantly equipped with tanks, heavy 
artillery and aircraft, against which the 
Greeks could oppose only very small forces. 
A very violent struggle was in progress, and 
though the Greek fortifications resisted 
strongly, one at least of the frontier forts 
was blasted into surrender and some areas 
of the national territory bad to be evacuated. 
But along the front as a whole the Germans 
were held up with heavy losses. 

Yugoslavia's first experience of Nazi 
savagery was when at 3.30 on that Sunday 
morning the first of many waves of German 
bombers appeared over Belgrade’s roofs. The 
capital had been declared an open city by 
the Yugoslav authorities, but the claim 
was brushed aside, and soon the German 
radio was gloating over the destruction 
caused by the Nazi ’planes. ” Our target 
was the military and moral nerve centre of 
Yugoslavia.” In a short time the Stukas 
had turned the city into a mass of ruins, 
and the streets were littered with the dead 
bodies of women and children and old men. 
After the attacks had been launched, 


Ribbentrop in Berlin handed Notes to the 
Greek and Yugoslav ministers, ’* explain¬ 
ing ” (he German aggression. Germany and 
Italy had never asked more of Greece, he 
protested, than that she should presene real 
neutrality, but she had more and more 
openly ranged herself with the enemies of 
Germany, and in particular with England. 
” Within the last few days Greece has openly 
become a theatre of operations for British 
forces. Large-scale operational landings and 
troop movements of British troops are now 
being carried out. and American reports 
confirm that a British army of 200,000 men 
is standing ready in Greece.” So (he 
German government had given orders to 
their forces to drive the British from Greek 
territory. Any opposition would be ruth¬ 
lessly crushed, but ” the German troops are 
not coming as enemies of the Greek people 
. . . the blow which Germany is forced to 
deal on Greek soil is intended for Britain.” 

In (be Note to Yugoslavia reference was 
made to the Three-Power Pact signed in 
Vienna on March 25—” an agreement which 
granted lasting security for the Yugoslav 
State, and a happy future for its people.” 
Yet (he Yugoslav ministers who had put 
their signatures to the agreement were 
arrested on their return to Belgrade by order 
of ” a clique of conspirators.” So, to quote 
the concluding sentence from Hitler’s pro¬ 
clamation to the German people broadcast 
by Gocbbels at 5 a m. that same morning, 
” I have decided to entrust the further repre¬ 
sentation of German interests to (hat force 
which it has again been proved is alone able 
to protect right and reason.” 

Although Hitler had known 
it for some weeks—the German 
Consul in Salonika kept him 
well informed of every develop¬ 
ment—the British public were 
surprised (o hear (hat a British 
Expeditionary Force had already 
gone to Greece. The news was 
given in an official statement 
issued in London on the night 
of April 6 . 

*' .\ltrr the eHtt 7 of Ocrm.nn 
troops into Hul);ari.i had bruiisht 
to a Ik.k 1 the ioug thrrateiicd Gor¬ 
man invii>i<ni of the balk.iiis, his 
Majesty’s Govenunent in the Coitod 
Kiogdim, in full cousultutioa with 
the l>otnini<ni Govcninients con¬ 
cerned, have sent an .Anny to 
Greece, comprising troops from 
Great Britain, Australia, and New 
Zealand, to st.ind in the line uith 
the soldiers of our brave .Ally in 
defence of their uatise soil. 7 ’Ik 
B ritish Air I-'urce, wiiich has for 
some time been operating in Greece 
against tltc Ituians, has been 
strongly reinforced.” 

A little later it was revealed 
that the new B.E.F. had reached 
Greece losing not a ship or a 
man on the way. German and 
Italian aircraft had altogether 
failed to interrupt the flow of 
convoys ; and as for the Italian 
fleet — it too had made (he 
attempt, only to permit Cape 
Mataoan to be inscribed on 


GREEKS! WE SHALL WIN! 

King George of the Hellenes’ Message to 
the Greek People. 

G KEEKS I A ntw •n«my this rnornlns in$ule*4 
(h« honour of our counerr* With no warning, 
a( cht samt momont m the Gorman Govornnicnc 
handed the Greek Government e document fimply 
announcing their action, German troops attacked our 
frontiers. 

Our heroic army, watchful guardian of the sacred soil 
of our country, is already defending It with iu blood. 

Greeks I The Creek people, who have proved to the 
world that they rank honour above everything else, 



KINO OlORGff OP GREECE Je soen in this 
photograph—radiood, honca Us blurrod 
■ppoaranco—In Athens with Conoral Papagos, 
Commandar-ln-CMof of Che Greek Army. 

Pketo, Atteiidlid Pr$$$ 

wiK defend It against this ntw enemy to the end. 
Attacked today by yet another empire. Greece, so small. 
Is at the same time se great that she will allow no one 
to touch her. 

Oor struggle will be hard and without marcy. 
We ehaJI not ho afraid. We shall boar all our 
swffaringe, ar»d shall not shrink from any sacriflco, 
b«t victory Is waiting for us at tho end of the read, 
to crown Grooco oneo again and for all time. 

We have at our side powerful silias—the Rriilsh 
Empire with Its Indomiubie will, and the Unit^ 
States of America with their incHhauscible resources. 
On the beiilefleid we are lighting side by side with our 
Tugoslav brothers, who are shedding their blood with 
us ror the saivstiofi of the whole Eaiksn Peninsula snd 
of humanity. 

We shsll win with the help of God snd the benedic¬ 
tion of the Holy Virgin. Yot, we shall win I The 
hietory of the nations wilt onca again havo to write 
that tho country ronowned for Marathon and 
Salamis docs not waver, doee not submit, does not 
surrender. 

All together, Greeks, men. women snd children, 
stand erect, clench your fists and be at my side the 
defenders ^ the Creek motherland of yesterday, of 
today and of tomorrow, worthy of your ancestors, an 
eaample to your descendants, dtfenders of the freedom 
which has sprung from the sacred bones of the Greeks. 

Foward. (.hildren of Hellas, for the supreme scruggle, 
for your altars and your hearths I George U 

We shall resist and win. 

Generof Popegot, Greek C.-fn-C. 
Our motto remains tha aama : ** Disdain Death.” 

M. PepovcMilieu, Creek Minister of Marine 

the roll of Britain’s victories. The expedi¬ 
tionary force included Australians, New 
Zealanders, and other veterans of (he Libyan 
campaign, and their reception in Greece was 
enthusiastic beyond description. 

The German masses which crossed (he 
Greek frontier from Bulgaria met with ihe 
nx>st determined resistance from the Greek 
troops, particiiliiriy in the Struma valley. 
Here and there the Greek forts were over- 



The map shows Che peacetime disposition of the Tugoslav 
Armlaa. Pollowing tho German invasioii of April 4 tho 
Third Army was soon in difficuUlos, while the First, 
FeurCh, and Fifth were compelled to fall back. 

Comritty 0 / “ AVof Ck/emtfs '* 











April -23^. 1941 The Wit IHuMra/ed I 

Where the New Balkan War Is Being Fought 




SKOPUJE (Uthub In Vwgoilavis it 
tM milM from Salonika. Horn U 
a leana in tha Turkith quartor. 



ZAGREB, capital of Croatla-Slavonla, on tko Rivor Sava, I* famou* for lu 
catbodral and univartltv. A gonaral viow iliowt cho city roof* •irocching 
toward! tha long llna of tha moontaina. 


BELGRADE, although pravloualy 
daclarad an opan town, wat ruth« 
laatly bombad by tha Naxlt. 



BUCHAREST 


SCUTARI 


ICRtt W3^0iP 

rTAUAllfni^ 


THE BALKANS WAR ZONE : opaning movat in tha campaign. Yugoslav tamall arrows) and Carman (haavy black arrows.) 



l»»warful Nail driva towards Salonika, runs from Bulgaria into Graaca, soma siaty milas to tha north of tha graat 
lYugoilavla and Graaca) Germany craatad a naw front of almost 7M milas—from tha Adriatic 
*?;. .':^**^*-'’‘•***- »■» hr C«»’f»'an machanitad forcas, after Barca fighting with Greek covering troops, on April f ; 

.)/op, ■* Wat/'.' Skrtik" : l•k!l^^^s. Pjhch Lttti. AutemUJ Fress, Wide Wurl'I. h'ox 


this view shows tha large harbour.' 
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AprU 2MA, 1941 

Salonika Fell After Three Days of War 




that the Germans on April 7 reached the 
Aegean, thus cutting off Greece from land 
communication with Turkey. Then just 
west of the Struma Valley where the frontiers 
of Yugoslavia, Greece and Bulgaria meet, 
the Yugoslav army was forced to withdraw 
in front of great German pressure, thus leav* 
ing the Greek left flank uncovered. Seizing 
their advantage a German mechanized 
division penetrated the mountainous region 
to the east of the Vardar and swooped down 
on the Greek town of Doiran. For many 
hours a small Greek mechanized formation 
strove heroically to slow down the enemy 
advance, but finally the Germans succeeded 
in advancing dangerously far down the 
Vardar valley in the direction of Salonika. 

Meanwhile, what of the war in Yugoslavia ? 
The first communique of the Yugoslav High 
Commalft, broadcast over the Belgrade 
wireless on April 8, said that on all fronts 
the situation was in the Yugoslavs’ favour 
and that the enemy attacks were being 


whelmed by the German armoured hordes 
and fell, having resisted to the last; but 
others managed to beat off every attack. 
Elsewhere, however, the battle was not going 
so well for the defenders. In order to avoid 
unnecessary sacrifice, western Thrace was 
evacuated according to plan, with the result 


repulsed with the greatest vigour. The 
Germans were invading the country from 
Hungary, Rumania and Bulgaria, the 
principal thrust being the third, aimed at 
separating the Yugoslavs from their Greek 
allies, and by April 9 the Germans claimed 
that with both Nish and Skoplje (Uskiib) 


THt YUGOSLAV ARMY hid to tM Nazi 
ettrom In force from Attetrio, Huntory. 
Romania and Rwinria, a* tha CarmaiM 
attomptod to oncircla tKom and cot thorn off 
from choir Allloc. YwfOtlav Infantry ara caon 
ahova daring manoauvrat. FMo, Pttu Teptet 

to their hands and the Albanian frontier 
reached, this had been accomplished. 

But the prirtcipal struggle was between 
the Greeks and Germans at the Struma Pass. 
Even the German offKial spokesman was 
constrained to admit that the Greeks were 
fighting courageously, but the weight of 
men and metal soon began to tell. Greek 
resistance was thrust aside and a German 
mechanized division thundered into Salonika 
at 4 a.m. on April 9. 


GREECf'S GREATEST PORT, Solonika, wm roldod by IcoIIm olrcraft many tlmo*. ood omong 
cho building* domagod wa* cho church of Sc. SoM>i*, contro holograph s on April V tha 

groat port wa« captwrad by tha Gorman*. Abevo, Britlfh anti-aircraft gon* parkad in a Graok 
town. Phetot, Brthik O^ial: Ctomn CopytifM; and Widt World 
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Eden and Dill Acclaimed in Athens 
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SKITAIN'S FOREIGN SECRETARY. Mr. Anthonr Ed«n, accempMlAd by G*n«r»l Sir J«hn Dill, ChiN of the lmp*rUI C«n«ral Staff, errived in 
tM Creek capitN on March 2, IMI, on an eflicIN visit which lasted until Mafxh S i they pa^ a n other visit at the end ef the menth. They had long 
discussiens «mh the King of the Hellenee and the Prime Minister (M. Koriaie). but in the intervals visited some of the glorious ruins of ancient Athena. 
They are here seen leaving the Acropolis amidst an admiring crowd. General Dili Is thoroughly familiar with Che Near and Middle Bast, for after 
serving on Che General Staff in India, IFlt.M, be commanded the Britisb forces in Palestine, I9M-37. J*ko4«, krysloiu 
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Tkt War JUustrated 


April 2S(h, 19-11 


British Soldiers Are No Strangers to Greece 



I.E-P. IN GREECE >• following In tho foot«tc|M of tho mon wito Moli part In th« Salonika campaign againtt the Bulgariani in lflS*i9lt. 
The two phocopapha in thia pago ahow aconaa daring that campaign. Top la a mulo^rawn “ Cravoia." a lictar with ono end trailing on the ground 
uaed for conver'"t wounded to the dretaing rtationa. Lower photograph, Britiah troopa on a rough road in Macedonia have diacarded their tunica to 
march In the baking tun. The Balkana B.E.F. of thoae daya waa commanded by Lord Milne. 

Phdos, Imtxriml War Mustum. L.S.A- 
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AprH 2Slk, IMl 

THE 


MARVEL OF CAPE MATAPAN 


Admiral Cunningham’s Victory Hour by Hour 


A bout midday on March 27, 1941, air 
rcconnaissanco reported that enemy 
cniifteni were at sea to the south-eastward 
of Sicily. Commandcr-ia-diief Mediterranean 
was then at Alexandria with the ntain body of 
his fleet. It was immediately clear to him that 
these enemy cruisers could not bo up to any 
good and he concluded that their probable 
intentiona were to attack our couvoys between 
Kgvpt and Greece. 

Acting on this suppoeition be made the 
following disponitiona of the forces at his 
disposal; The Vice-Admiral Commandmg Light 
Forces. Vice-Admiral H. D. Pridham-Wip|Ml, 
C.B., C.V.O., R.N., with his flag flving in 
H.M.S. Orion (FIag-(^ptain 0. R. B. Back. R.N.) 
had with him the cruisers Ajax (Captain K. D. B. 
McCarthy, R.N.), Perth of the Royal AostraJian 
Navy (Captain Sir P. W. Bowyer-Smyth, Bt.), 
and Gloucester (IHag-C.'aptain H. A. Rowley, 
R.N.) and some deetroycn. This force the 
('ommander-in-Chief Meaitcirannan ordered to 
proceed to a position south of Crete in which it 
would be strongly placed to intercept any enemy 
forcee attempting to interfere with our traflUc 
with Greece. 

The Coromander-in-Chief, whose flag was 
flying in Warspite (Klag-Captain I). H. 

Fisher, R.X.), nad with him the battle¬ 

ships Valiant (Captain C. E. Morgan, l)i$.0., 
U.N.) and Barham (Flag Captain 0- C. Cooke, 
K.N.), the aircraft carrier Formidable (Flag- 
Captain A. W. IjB T. Bissett, R.N.) and some 
destroyers. This force was ordered to raise 
steam with all dispatch. 

As soon as it became possible that a fleet 
action might take place, a force of Greek 
dtwtroyera steamed out to the westward in the 
hope of intercepting enemy forces endeavouring 
to escai>e into the Adriatic. Cnfortunately the 
line of the enemv retreat did not give them an 
opjmrtunity to attack. 

lUrth 27. P.M. The Commandcr-m-Cbief 
took bis main fleet to sea from Alexandria and 
steamed to the north-castwsrd in the hope of 
intercepting enemy forces and briuging them to 
action. 

March 28. 07.48. Air reconnaissance re¬ 
ported enemy force consisting of one Littorio 
class battleship (later stated to be the Vittorio 
Veneto), six cniisen and seven (lestnwers about 
35 miles south of Oavdo Island, litis enemy 
force was steering to the south-eastwanls, and 
soon after being i^htod it was seen to be joinni 
by two more cruisers and at least two more 
destroyers. At the time of this sighting 
V.A.L.F. with the cniiaer force was about 
10 miles to the south-eastward of the enemy. 
The Commandor-in-Chief with the main fleet 
was then alxiut 06 miles to the south¬ 
eastward of the cmiscr force and steaming to 
the north-westward. 

08.02. Acting on the aircraft re]X>rt of 


Some account of the great naval victory of! Cape 
Mstapan hat been given in page 394 . Now we are 
able to give a more detailed account itsued by the 
Ministry of Information, supported bv first-hand 
stories of the action by officers of the ships 
engaged, and with the It^an communigut as an 
interesting, if hardly factual, conclusion. 

34 hours limo: 07 . 49 - 7.49 A.M.; i7.oo><5 P.ilf. 


sighting the enemy, nur miner force altered 
course to the northward and made contact with 
enemy cruisers. Having made contact, V.A.L.F. 
turned bis cruisers to the south-eastward to 
draw the enemy on towards the battle fleet. 

About 09.00. The enemy cruweni turned 
10 points and began to steer to the north¬ 
westward. The British cruiser 
force followed suit in order 
to keep in touch. 

10.58. V.A.L.F. sighted 
the IJttorio class battleship 
16 miles to the northward. 

On sighting the enemy bat¬ 
tleship V.A.L.F. turned his 
cruisers once again to the 
south-eastward in order to 
keep outside range of the 
heavy guns of the enemy 
battleship and to draw the 
enemy forces towards bis 
C'onimander-in-( 1 iief. 

11.80. A torpedo bomber 
attack launched from H.M. 8 . 

Formidable developed on the 
Littorio claas battlMip. One 
possible hit was claimed 
in this attack. Either this 
attack or the knowledge of 
the presence of an aircraft 
carrier caused the Istturio 
class battleship and her ac¬ 
companying cruisers to tarn 
to the nurth-weetwanl. The 
enemy was thus again head¬ 
ing for his bases. This 
abrupt turn by the enemy 
eaus^ V.A.I..K. to lose 
touch, but our cruiser force 
almost immediately came in 
sight of our own battle fleet and the whole of 
our forces pre s sed on afler the enemy. 

11.86. Our aircraft sighted ami reported a 
second enemy force abmt 80 miles west of 
Gavdo Island. This force consisted of two 
Cavour class battleships, three cruisers and four 
destroyers. At about this time another torpedo 
bomber attack by naval aircraft was launched 
against the enemy force, which includctl the 
Littorio class liattlcsbip. One bit was claimed 
in this attack. 

Early afternoon. Naval aircraft again carried 
out a search ftw the enemy, with whom touch 


I 


bad been temporarily lost. The enemy was 
again located. A further torpedo bombing 
attack was launched, and three torpedo hits on 
the Littorio class battleship were claimed. 

Between 15.00 and 17.00. Blenheim bombers 
of the R.A.F. attackeii the enemy with bqpibs. 
In these attacks it was claimed that two direct 
hits were scored on one eniiser. one on a destroyer, 
and two probable bits on another cruiser. 

16.00. The Comman<ier-in-(’hicf received a 
report from aircraft that the spccii of the 
Littorio class battleship bad been drastically 
reduced. He at once ordered V.A.L.F. to press 
on with bis four cruisers to regain touch. 

Dusk. Two further torpedo bombing attacks 
were launched by naval aircraft. One enemy 
cruiser wns defliiitcly bit by a torpedo. Tho 


Vice Admiral Commanding Light Force* 
regained touch with the enemy just after dusk, 
and tomo destroyers were ordered to attack, 
others licing retaineil with the battle fleet for 
screening duties. Having led the destroyers to 
the position from which they were to commence 
their attack. V.A.L.F. led his cruisers clear of 
bis destroyers to the north-eastwani. 

22.10. It was reported to the Commander-in- 
chief that an enemy vessel was lying damaged 
and stopped three miles to port of the battle 
fleet’s course. The Commander-in-Chief at once 
turned the battle fleet to engage this unit, 
revealed as the Italian cruiser Pola. 

While appunaching the Pola three enemy 
cruisers were sighted on the starboard bow. 
This enemy force consisted of two Zara clam 
cruisers led by a smaller cruiser of the (killcono 
class. This enemy force was crossing tho Ihiws 
of our battle fleet fntm starboard to port. As 
the enemv cruisers passcii ahead of the screen 
H.M.S. (greyhound illuminated the leading 
heavy cruiser. Oiir battle fleet at once o]>encd 
fire. The enemy must have been taken com¬ 
pletely by surprise. The first salvoe bit at a 
range of about 4,000 yards and practically 
wrecked both the heavy cruisers of the Zara 
class as far as lighting was concerned. Enemy 
destroyers which were astern of the cniiseni wore 
then seen to turn and Are torpedoes and our 
battle fleet turned away to avoid them. 

Exactly what followed is still obscure, but 
H.M.A.S. Stuart (('-aptain H. M. 1^. Waller, 
D.S.O.. R.A.N.I and H.M. 8 . Havock (Lieutenant 



H.M.S. CMYHOUNO (Commander W. W. Hsrsaall-A’Ooans) was tho dMtrovor which curnod 
hsr SMrchlithts on tho onomy cruisors as th^ crossod tho hows of o«r hsctio Soot from star¬ 
board to i>ort. Greyhound was complotod In I9M, has a displacsmont of l,33S tOM, and Is armod 
with four 4'7-inch guns and olfht 21-inch torpodo tuboa. Fkoie, Wr^gU 4- Lons 
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This Admiralty plan ef rho naval Sattio of Capo Hatapan shows tho 
approaimata courses followed by the British and Italian ship*. 
The solid Wack line, bottom right, shows the attempt by Vice- 
Admiral H. D. Pridham-Wlppall. Commanding tho Light Forces, 
to draw themain Italian forca towards the battleships of tha Com- 


mander-in-Chiof. 


M*/f, briluk O^rtslCroon Copyrtekt 




Victors of Cape Matapan 

Outstanding Features of a Cruiser and an 
Aircraft Carrier which shared the Glory 
of Admiral Cunningham’s Great Victory 
of March 28, 1941. 

Specially drawn by Howarth for 
The War Illustrated 


CRUISERS AND FLEET AIR ARM w«r« l>r|»lr 
f»r ch* vkwrr off Cape Matapan. 

Seen in this drawing H a cruiser el the Southampton 
claM. one of which, H.M.S. Cloucetcer, was operetinc 
under the flat el Vice-Admiral H. O. Pridham-Wippen 
when the Italians were IncercMied. She displaces 9.400 
tons, hat an overall length ol S9I| feet, and curMnes ol 
82.SW t.h.p. five her a speed of nearly 33 hnoca. The 
twelve new pattern d-Inch guns (A) can be elevated to 
dO degrees (the centre gun In each turret is set shghclv 
back to allow for ease of working). Against aircraft 
tbe multiple pom-poms (B) and twin batteries of high- 


angle 4-ineh guns (C) are deadly. Two sets of triple 
31-inch torpedo tubes (D) are alto Included in the 
armament. An aircraft catapult (E) Is permanently fined 
athwart tbe vessel, and three aircraft are housed In the 
hangars (F) either side the funnel. Two cranes, in stowed 
position, tor lifting the aircraft back on to the ship, are 
seen at (G). The navi^cing and directing of the ship 
is all carried out in the large armoured superstructure 
(H) on cop of which is fitted Che revolving tower fj) 
which directs the Are of the d-ineb guns. Amidships 
at (K) can be seen che ship's motor-beats. Accommoda¬ 
tion for the crew of 700 In these ships It well planned. 


In the foreground of the drawing Is shown the super, 
structum and part of the lOO-foet-wide deck of a modern 
aircraft carrier. This la a very similar vessel to H.M.S. 
Formidable. 

Tha Albacere torpedo-bombers (d squadrons of 
varied types of aircraft are carried) have been brought 
up from the hangars below by meant of the large lift 
<L) and are new closely packed In echelon on che after 
part of the flight deck, waiting to follow the leading 
plane Into che air. 

The navigating of the ship is carried out at (M) and 
inside che superstructure (N) are tbe chartroom and 


metoorolegical office from which pilots and observers 
obtain data for their flighct. The bridge (O) can ^ 
slung out over che flight deck, giving better control 
over the eircrafe during certain operations. Twin 
4.S-inch A.A. guns (P), of which there are usually Id. 
<Q) shows the fire-directing cower lor these guns (one 
tower for each set of guns). Multiple pom-poms (R) 
end aerial mast (S) In lowered position. 

The modern aircraft carrier displaces about 23.000 
tons, end has a length of 700 feet. The 110,000 s.h.p. 
engines give e speed of over 30 knea. The great ship hn 
■ compfement of l.dOO. 


4)6 Tie War lUiuirtUtd April 2Slk, 1941 
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April 2oth, 1941 


’Planes and Ships in Victorious Combination 


O. R. G. Watkinn, R.N.) ^ 
certainly did considerable 
execation. The destroyer 
attacking force which was 
nearchinK for the damaged 
Littorio class liattlcship 
failed to locate her and it 
seems probable that she 
moved off during the action 
between our battle fleet and 
the enemy cniisen. Some 
of the destroyers from this 
attacking force subseriuently 
made touch with the 
destroyers sent in by the 
CommandtT-in-Chief to mop 
up, and they assisted in 
sinking Zara and Pnlu. 

Night. March 28-29. It 
appears probable that the 
Littorio class battWhip 
beesnie heavily engaged with 
her own forces as heavy 
gunfire was board at a time 
and from a direction which H.M.S. SARHAM'S i-in. suns are kere firing a salvo. The 

mode it impossible for any destrwetion of the three Italian cruisers at Matapan was acMeved 

nf ftiir frtnvw tn Vit, r.no><rA>l bftha aight It-ln. guns of aach of tha thro# ca^tal ships encaged, 

ol our fO^ to ^ Oiyjagea. The Barham carries twelve a-in. guns. Photo. Sport 6r Gtntral 

March 29. A.M. Exten- 

sive oir search failed to disclose any of tho range to about 23,000 yards—13 miles—which 
remaining Italian sbipa, who must have made gave us some chance. We let go several salvos 



Then “Brocks’ Benefit” started from all tho 
Italian ships. I have never seen anything like 
the barrage those pilots of ours wore going 
through. 

Our fellows must Imve torpedoed the battle¬ 
ship then, because we henrd a numlier of distant 
explosions under water. 

T Formidable’s ^Planes m Action 

B ritain’s nne aircraft carrier the Formidable 
played a vital part in bringing the Italian 
fleet to action. Indeed, the battle vas the 
first oeeasioH in history i« vhieh skilful coordina¬ 
tion of naval operations milk attacks launched by 
aircraft have resulted in the enemy's speeds 
being so reduced that the Fleet’s main units were 
able to force action upon ,i reluctant combatant. 

Arrived back in Alexandria, Rear-Admiral 
Denis Boyd, who flies his flag in the Formidable, 
and her commander. Captain La Touche Bissetl, 
told til an interview of their great ship's Part in 
the battle. F or«a/ion attacks by Formidable's 

bfthn night IS-ln. guns of nnch of tho thro# coital ships nngagod. dusk [March 28). 

Tho Bnrhsm carrio. tw.lv. S-in. guns. flkolo. Sport 6r Srnerol 

We are certain of three hits 

range to about 23,000 yards—13 miles—which on tho battleship. One in a morning attack 
MVe us some chance. We let so several salvos and two during the afternoon attack. 



coital ships nngagod. 

Photo, Sport 6’ urntral 


their escape under cover of darkness. which were falling pit 

Kome 55 officers and 850 men from the Italian cruisors suddenly tur 
vessels wliicb had been sunk were picked up by That was the signa 
our forces, and by Greek destroyers which were wc kept them in a 
now actively cooperating. Tho survivors 11 a.m., when there 
included (.'aptain Deepini of tho Pola ; Admiral explosions which ma: 
Cantoni, commanding the Italian heavy cruiser were mIvos of bomhe. 
squadron, is thought to have been lost in the I swept the horizc 
Zara. Some hundreds more Italian surnvors there, far on our starh 
would have been picked up by the Allied fnrees warship. It took m,> 
had not the lifesaving operations of our ships There she was, just 
been intemipted by dive lx>mbing attacks grey, without a scrap f 
doliverod by the German Air Force. These dive- quarters on to us. so t 
bombing attacks, although iDeffe^ctive, caused two funnels made a i 
the abandonment ofour rescue operations. One Bbo was at an an^ 
.11* 88 was shot down during these attacks, guns to bear on our 


a’hich were falling pretty close when tho Italian 
cruisors suddenly tiirof^ off. 

That was the signal for us to turn again, and 
wc kept them in sight until shortly before 


I think our first attack was of great assistance 
to our cruiser force. When wo launched it our 
cruisers were Uung fired on heavily at long 
range by the Italian battleship. As our maiihincH 


11 a.m., when there was a series of torrifle came down to launch their torpedoes tho 
explosions which many of us thought at first battleship turned right round to avoid them 


I swept the horizon with my director, and 
there, far on our starboard bow, was this Italian 
warship. It took my breath away. 


and at once abandoned firing on the cruisers. 

We claim one hit in that attack, after which 
the Italian Iwtticahip started away at 25 knots 
in a westerly direction. One Junkers 88, which 


There she was, just in her ordinary battleship came to attack us, was shot down. 


grey, without a scrap of camouflage, about three- 
quarters on to us, so that her fighting tower and 
two funnels made a solid mass of iippcrworka. 

She was at an angle which enabled all her 
guns to bear on our s(|uadron. Prom time to 


One Jt' K8 which had attempted to interfere time she was hidden in gigantic puffit of smoke 
with our operations on the previous day bad and flashes, and her 15-in. 


also been shot down. “bricks” began to sing all 

When the ('ommander-in-Chief reluctantly round, 
decided to abandon the rescue of Italian seamen We tumeiJ off so that wo 
in order to avoid exposing his ships and brought her on our port 
incidentally the Italian sur^'ivors to danger from quarter, and the squadron 
the German aircraft, he made a signal eneJair was ordered to put out a 
to the Chief of the Italian Naval Staff, stating smoko screen. Unfortunately 


that over 350 Italian survivors were believed to for us wc were the windwanl 
be on rafts, giving their positions, and stating ship, with the result that 
that a fast hospital ship would ^ needed to our smoke covercxl the 
pick up such survivors as be had been unable others but left the poor old 
to rescue, lie received the following reply from fighting Gloucester outside it. 
the Commander-in-Chief of the Italian Navy: The battleship at once 

” Thank you foryour communication. Hospital shifted her range and began 
ship OradiHca already left Taranto yostenlay to pump shells at us in 

evening at 17.00.” earnest. Splinters from some 

Admiral ('unningham also made a signal of her IS-in. shells actually 
thanking the Greek Navy for its very prompt fell aboard ua, but they did 
and vahiaWe co-operation. not even scratch the paint- 

_work. 

c f 1 r-i * D • 1 

Ceen from the Gloucester s Dndge while she was keeping course 

. which would enable her CAPTAIN H. 

O StofthelightcruiserscomposingVice-Admiral “r 

PridluSi-WippelTs sqZdron was H.MS. f*«- 

Gloucesler. She maintained contact with this, dunng which ttmc so^ „ 

the fast enemy squadron through March 28, , 

and a vivid picture of the battle was given by her ^ of us, we were very relieved to find 

Gunnery Officer, whose position 70 feet up in the _k„u 


The battleship at once 
shifted her range and began 
to pump shells at us in 
earnest. Splinters from some 


Seen from tlie Gloucester’s Bridge 

O N E o /the light cmtscfi composing Vice-Admiral 
Pridltam-WippelTs squadron was H.MS. 
Gloucesler. She maintained contact with 



CAPTAIN H. A. ROWLEY, In 
commend of H.M.S. Cloucester at 
HsCeRan, It here teen at a lieuten¬ 
ant after the latt war. 

Pkota. Topicol 


cruiser’s control tower gave him an unsurpassed 
view of the whole action. 

We bad contacted about three enemy heavy 
cruisers shortly after 8 a.m. We tum^ away 
and they followed, lobbing aalvos in the direction 


By this time the battleship was bull below 


the hewizon, but even so yon could still see her scored at least one hit. 
bow wave. In turning, however. 


In that nrtt attack the Italian si^adron was 
about 100 miles west of the main Battle Fleet 
and some 50 miles south-west of Crete. At 
about 12.15 we sent off our second striking 
force. 

Soon after doing that and rt'joining the fleet, 
wc were attacked by two 
torpedo-carrying aircri^ our¬ 
selves, but avoided them 
easily. They must have 
been Italians. 

Our sinmnd striking force 
remained in tho vicinity of 
the fleet until 2 p.m., when 
we sent them off to attack 
the Italians, which they did 
half an hour later. They 
were able to come down low 
before being seen by one 
of the battleship’s escorting 
destroyers. 

Behind the first group of 
our machines were tu'o others 
and above them two of our 
fighters. 

These fighters immediately 
divcti on tho destroyer, 
which was firing, and “ shot 
her up " so that she turned 

. ROWLEY, In . .. .v » . . 

.S. CloucMter at Meanwhile the first lot of 
•en a« a lleuten- our machines manoeuvred 
into the sun, somewhat 
ahead of the Italian squaiiron 
and dived to launch their torpedoes at the same 
moment as the hattloship began turning away 
with the intention ci avoiding them. They 


of our squadron while keeping out of range of the light faiJi<d it was impossible to maintain 
our lighter armament. sight of their ships, but I clearly saw through 

After about an hour of this, during which my glosses our own aircraft sUhouettod like 
time we were steaming south-eastwards in the blobs against the remaining bit of light in tho 

west. 


)w wave. In turning, however, the battleship cxpo6c<i 

'Then 1 saw soma of our torpedo-machines her flanks, unprotected by her covering craft, 
circling round her. to our other two machines which were following 

Towards dusk we sighted the Italians. As behind. 

' e light failed it was impossible to maintain These found themselves in perfect position for 


sight of their ships, but I clearly saw through attack and loosed off their torpedoes. At least 
my glasses our own aircraft silhouetted like one of these was seen to bit, but in turning 


direction of our own fleet, they bad closed the 


away machines may have missed seeing others 
that hit. 
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After the stt&ck the 
Italian battleahip wu 
wen to be coDaid<.*rably 
slowed down. 

Admiral Boyd. One 
of the moet outidand- 
ing pointa of the oh- 
BCTTcni’ reports lay in 
the battleship's erratic 
speed. She kept slow¬ 
ing down, then going 
ahead, her speed vary¬ 
ing bet>rcen 12 and 14 
knots. 

I want to einpbaAtzr 
the amasing courage of 
our pilots. They must 
have pressed home their 
a 11 a r k 8 fiercely, es- 
pccially in view of tho 
fact that it wa.s broad 
daylight and the ship was awake to the menace 
of them. 

Captain Bissett Fnrtbennorr, these were the 
men who had been out in tho early morning 
Hcareh which had located the Italian squadron. 

At 2 p.m. we bad no contact with the enemy, 
so we at once sent up two maebines to maintain 
contact. Thene reconiiaissance machines 
remaine d with the 
enemy until after dosk. 
One crew spent five 
and three-quarter hours 
in the air that after¬ 
noon alone. 

At 4.13 in the after¬ 
noon wo received the 
report from these ob¬ 
servers that the Italian 
battleship was slowed 
down to a speed of 
about eight knots. 

As soon as possible 
we assembled the third 
striking force, which 
went off and kept the 
enemy fleet in sight 
until the light began 
to fail. 

Then, as they started 
their attack in for¬ 
mation. they were met by such a terrific barrage 
from the enemy ships that temporarily they 
turned back. 

I believe that the Italian barrage with the 
tracer shells showing red, presented a firrwOTk- 
like display which flabbergasted the officers in 
our cruiser Orion watching it. 

It spurted out in all directions. This was 
becansc our machiites, after turning away, split 
up and made a number of individual attacks 
from all quarters. 

It is well known now, of course, that one 
10 ,000-ton cruiser, which proved to be the 
Pola, w*as hit, but in the fast failing light it was 
impoasibk) to soo what other results were 
obtained. Anyhow, sU our airenJt retnmed 
safely from this attack. 

Contact was maintained until after 8.30 p.m. 
and the Vittorio Veneto was reported to be 
practically stopped with her quarterdeck 
awash. 

Although, in all, there only remained one 
aiKraft unaccounted for as a result of a gruel¬ 
ling day, every man had been put to the utmost 
strain. 

Admiral Boyd. As the Italian battleship still 
bad four hundred miles to go bef<wc reaching 
Messina, I think she would hare the greatest 
diffleulty in getting there if she was so down 
by her stem. 

However, it it possible that our reconnaissance 
machines mistook the stopped Pola for the 
Lrttorio class ship. It was after dark when a 
mistake could easily have been made, for both 
ships have similarities. It is about a 50-50 
ehaooe that she went down. 


Now Warspite s Guns Fired 


W HILE our light cruisers had bten leading the 
enemy on, while our aircraft were deliver' 
ifig their successive attacks on the Italian 
ships. Admiral Cunningham with the British 
boMe fleet was drawing ever nearer to the scene of 
action. Night had fallen xehen U'arspiie, yaliant, 
Barham, and their destroyer screen, came within 
range. Here is the story of the battle as told by Ike 
Gunnery Officer of IVarspite; from the battle¬ 
ship's conJr^ tower he had a gran^and view. 

mortly after nine o'clock on Friday night—a 
night then moonless, with a flat calm, so that 
tlwre was no borizoa—the battle fleet was 
ordered to close on a position where an unknown 
vessel had been reported by the Vice-Admiral 
commanding oor It^t forces. 

At 10 o'clock wo were apjwoximately in 
position, and at 10.26 w« sights a number of 


darkened ships fine on our stsrboard bow. 
They appeared to be three cruisers and two or 
four destroyers. 

Almost simultaneously wo were challenged 
by another ship on oor port beam. This proved 
to be the Pola, crip^cd by the Meet Air Arm 
attacks during the day. 





An aircraft of tho Ploot Air Arm, which playod 
such on imaortmat part ia tho victory of Capo 
HaeapM,{s h ors soon taking o# from cho dock 
of»an aircraft osrrior in tho Hoditsrranoaa. 
Pkete, Cenlret Prnt 


Our fleet turned to starbosnl, bringing out 
ships in line ahead cm an opposite course from 
the enemy cruisers. 

All our armament was brought to the really 
and a few secemds later one of our destroycni, 
the Greyhound, switched her searchlights on to 
the third ship. We recognited her as one of the 
8 -in. gunned, 10,000-ton Italian cruisers of tho 
Zara class. 8bc proved subsequently to be the 
Fiume. 

Tlie Waispite’s 15-in. guns opened fire from 
the doscst range. Our whole broadside ap¬ 
peared to strike the Fiume with devastating 
effect. 

From the foremost funnel to her after-gun 
turret the Fiume bunt into a mass of red 
flames. One observer reported that the after- 
turret was blown clean over the side, while 
another described the effect of our broadsi<le m 
making the vessel look like a "factory lit. up 
by night.” 


After the second broadside, which caused 
another gigantic outbtirst of fire and left the 
Fiume hopelessly crippled, we swung our 
turrets on the Zara, the next ship in the Italian 
line. 

Our first broadside on her produced another 
of these incredible effects. For part of this tinio 
our other battJeabips were also firing into the 
Italian line, ami the destruction of the Pola was 
completed in the general crash of broadrides 
from all our ships. 

The third eraser was s O-in.-gim emiscr of 
the Bande Here class, but in the darkness ami 
m4l4e we do not yet know what her exact fate 
was. 8he must, nowever, hare suffered heavy 
damage. I think these three cruisers had bccii 
hurrying to the aid of the damaged Pola. 

While the battle fleet was in action our 
searchlights picked up two enemy destroyers, 
which were irleally pWed for torpedo attack 
on us. Wc think they carried it out, for oboervers 
reported seeing torpedo tracks in the darkness. 
In any case we at once turned and avoided them. 

We immediately engaged the destroyers, 
which hid behind a smoke acreen through which 
we continued to pound them with our main 
and secondary armament. 

At the same time the 0.-in-('. ordered our 
destroyers to come in and finish off the two 
burning cmisers with torpedoes—which they did. 


How the Navies Grappled in the Dark 



REAR-AO. O. ROYO. 
SMoiaCad to cointnand 
aircroft-carrior fauadren 
Msrek 22. 1*41. Ha Raw 
his flag <M EarmMaMa. 
Pkelo, A$wel*d Putt 



CAPT. A. ■ISEITT, 
whe St Matapan was 
in command of tha 
Pormtdabla, Ratsklp of 
tko a I r cr af t-«a r r 1 o r 
•aaadron. 

Pketc, Vandyk 



H.M.S. WARSP1TE, Admiral Sir Andraw Cnnnlnfkam's Raashlp at tka Rattia of Capa Matapan, 
flrod tha first salvos from tho IS-ln. guns (soan ahoval at only 4.M* yards ranfo. Insat, Captain 
D. R. Fishar, C.R.E., R.N., who was fn command of H.M.S. Warspita. Pkoloi, Ctnlral Putt, Tefitciu 
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Vivid Pen-Pictures of the Great Battle 


Valiant's Withering Fire 

N early 40 tons of high txpJosivt shells leere 
poured by H.M.S. yali-ml's big guns tnlo 
the Italian cruisers, Fiume and Zara ; at 
least 75 P*' of her shells scored direct hits. 

C&pUin Morgan said that the Fiumo scrmcd 
just to burst out amidships only four minutes 
and six seconds after the first shot had been 
fired. “ It was the 
most glorious, and 
at the same time, 
the most ghastly five 
minutes in my life. 
Groat glows illumin- 
ato<l the darkucM from 
the Fiume like some* 
one throwing a lug on 
a fire. The whole ship 
seemed todisintegrate. 
many of our shells 
exploding inside her 
and turning her into 
a raging, blazing 
inferno." 

With the Fiume 
out of action. Valiant 
turned her guns on the 
Zara, and again lAere 
tfMcwtdant at Sir Hasry * tremendous, 

Harfan, famau* buc* reddish glow as tho 
canaar. Italian cruiser burst 

Pkoio, Wide World jpjQ flames and seemed 

about to break in two. Said Captain Morgan ; 

" There waa no replying fire from either tbe 
Fiume or Zara. We flrtd some star shells to help 
light up the targets, ami the cruisers apparently 
thought they were fiarcs from aireraft, for they 
lot go some of their guns in tbe direction of ihie 
falling star shells.” 

As Our Boml>ers Saw It 

S quadrons from the R.M.F. Middle East 
Command played an important part in the 
battle. Some of their ^mbs scored direct 
Adj and crippled one cruiser, probably another, 
and kit a destroyer, while sea recontiaissance 
aircraft located the enemy's forces and shadowed 



them. AU the R.A.F. aircraft taking part in the 
action returned undamaged. The following 
account was given by R.A.F. Headquarters in 
Cairo. 

R.A.F. bomber pilots were setting off on 
norms! raids on military objectives in Tripoli* 
tania when they received news that a largo part 
of the Italian Navy was at sea. 

Tho squadron leader who led one of the 
attacks said, " The weather was very hazy over 
tbe sea, but we soon found the Italian navy in 
two groups, steaming like billy-ho for home. 
They began to zigzag as soon as they saw us 
and their anti-aircraft guns o])cned iin. W'o 
mado a dive attack and fairly plastcreci them. 
IMluts in my squadron registci^ hits on one 
big ship, and we think other vessels must have 
bMii damaged or delayed by near misses." 

A senci^ant-pilot who secured two direct hits 
with hesvy-calihre bombs on a very big ship 
said, " Though they changed formation and 
zigzaggcfl qukealot, ws spent some time taking 
aim and made a low-levcl attaek. I aaw two 
of my biggest bombs hit the largest ship amid¬ 
ships. Clouds of black and yellow smoke 
issue<l from her for a lung time and then she 
stopped." 

It is no secret that to hit a warship travelling 
at high speed is one of the most difficult bombing 
feats there is. The sergeant-pilot said, " It was 
a hefty but agreeable surprise when I aaw those 
bomba hit the ship in just tbe places aimed for, 
right amidships. First there was the normal 
white smoke of tbe bomb bursting, and then 
columns of black and yellow smoke shot into 
tbe air to about 200 ft. For 15 minutes 
after we made off the rear gunner had a good 
view of the ship and gave us a running com¬ 
mentary. It had stopj^. and he thought that 
it had begun to list before he lost sight of it." 

Another formation, led by a D.F.C. flight 
lieutenant, discovered an enemy battleship, 
escorted by three cruisers and its destroyers, 
fleeing for home. Tbe flight lieutenant said, 
" The enemy fleet appeared to be In great 
confusion, zigzagging violently, and now 
and again one ship would get in another’s 
way. We bombed and added to tho confusion, 
but tbougb we saw no hits there were plenty of 
near misses, and when we left the enemy was 
busy laying a smoke-screen." 



How Tbe Italians Described It 

T he official communiqud issued in Rome on 
April 2 ran as follows : 

For some time past the growing intensification 
of tho enemy traffic between Egyptian and 
Greek ports has been remarked. Against this 
traffic our destroyon and aircraft had often 
taken action, inflicting 
losses which were 
announc-cd in bulletins. 

Nevertheless, it was 
necessary to attempt 
a bigger offensive ac¬ 
tion in order to force 
the enemy to adopt 
stronger method of 
protection so as to 
avoid Josses. The 
uffvnaive b«^an on the 
night of March 25-26 
with a brilliant action 
by shock units which 

g )netratod into Suda 
ay. The next night, 
after an extensive 
air reconnaissance, 
eight Italian cruisers, aoml.a. mccAROi, the 
escorted by de* ItalUa commander, who 
Row hli fag in thebacdo* 
stroyers, left their ,Mp Vittorio Vonsto. 
bases supported by a h.n.a. 

battleship. 

On the morning of March 28 this force reached 
a positioa south of Crete, and opened fire on a 
detachment of enemy cruisers, which at onoe 
evade<l contact. Whileourahipswere returning, 
sweeping the sea, our aircraft made torpedo 
attacks and succeeded in hitting two cniisers 
and an aircraft-carrier, as wdl as several 
nHTchsnt ships. In the afternoon of March 28 
tbe enemy aireraft also made torpedo attacks, 
and towards evening hit a chiiscr, which was 
oblige*! to slow down by the dami^e received. 

A detachment which included one cruiser, 
while acting as a screen some distance from tbe 
main body, encountered in the night enemy 
forces wUeb included, according to Britiah 
statements, aevcnil iMttleships. A violent 
battle ensued. Our ships at once opened fire 
and mado a destroyer attack which, according 
to enemy accounts, wss pressed home to short 
range from the enemy ships. Many torpedoes 
were fired. 

Our losses were three cniisers and two 
destroyers. Next day squadrons of our Air 
Force on offensive rcconnaisaanee hit another 
cruiser with turpcdocs and an aircraft-carrier 
with bombs. " The thsHy Ttle-jraph," Reuter, ek. 


jR if 


H.M.S. AJAX, ens ef tbs Immortal trio which chased the Admiral Craf Spoo into 
the humiliating rsfugs of Montovidoe harbour, again won distinction at the ftattls 
at Capo Matapan whon, undar tho command of Cape. I. O. A. HeCarthr, sh« 
for mod part if Vic^Adml. Pridham-WIppoll’s squadron. She It a light cruisnr 
of 4,SSI tons, cempiscod In 1935. Photo Wfithl 6- Logen 
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Are Our Comrade 
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The War lUiutTOled 


April 25lh. 1941 

Now It Was the Germans Who Took Benghazi 

Occupied bj the Imperial troops on February 7 , Benghazi, capital of the Italian prorince 
of CTrenaica, has Imn eracxiated in face of a thnist by a strong German-Italian force. 

The news, announced on April 4 , came as a surprise; but when the Gennans invaded 
Yugoslavia and Greece two ^ys later it was clear that the advance in Libya was closely 
connected with the new Balkan campaign. 


F or some weeks after the Australians 
entered Benghazi in triumph there 
was little to report from the front 
in Libya. A great Italian army had been 
completely annihilated, and the most fertile 
region of Italy’s North African empire had 
been completely overrun. General Maitland 
Wilson continued his advance as far as 
El Agheila, some 100 miles to the south, but 
there, on the edge of the great Sirte Desert, 


be mentioned once again in the communiques. 
First there came a report from Berlin that a 
" German African Corps” had occupied El 
Agheila, and this was confirmed on March 26 
by Cairo. A small enemy detachment, it was 
revealed, had occupied El Agheila from 
which our standing patrols had previously 
been withdrawn. The enemy force was 
Slated to consist of mechanized units of 
Italians and Germans, whose vanguard was 


April 1 the R.A.F. delivered a heavy attack 
on enemy motor transport at Ras Lanuf in 
Tripolitania, many of the vehicles being 
destroyed. On the following night a heavy 
attack was made on convoys in the Mersa 
Brega area. Contact was established by the 
British forces with the enemy infantry and 
mechanized units in this area on April I, 
and on the next day operations continued os 
our advance elements withdrew before very 



Beyond lay composed of tanks supported by infantry heavy enemy pressure. Then on April 3 
and d ivc-bom bi ng aircraft, it was officially announced in Cairo that 
Apparently the Germans had Benghazi itself had been evacuated by the 
been landed at Tripoli, or at British, 
points in the Gulf of Sirte, 

where they had been joined to " In the fare of a dt'trmilncd advance by 
the four Italian divisions left to ItakvGfmian forrw,'* .-ad the commu- 

r'arihni Hi Bsucd in the o.irlv hourv of the next 

uariDOl 0 1, rnnminir. “ anH in mir<ii.inrn nf. rtia nnliev «n 


the Imperial troops were halted 


IfOU MEDlTERRAlNEAN SEA- 

a^MOWS TDinETT# 


iistlfwrA 


HEMINES 

YRENAICA 

CUETINA 

R6EMB1A 


General _ _ 

Graziani’s successor in North tucxxssluily adopted at Sidi Barrani of waiting to 
Africa. Gariboldi was believed choose our own liattlefield. our light covering 
tn he in siinreme command • detachments have been withdrawn to selected 
L ^ supreme commana , concentrated areas. In the course of this with- 

but the German African Corps, <irawal the town of Bengh.'tzi has been evacual^ 

said to be composed of four alter all captured military stores and equipment 
divisions of crack troops, was been destroyed. BciiKhazi is indefensible 

^ _ « from the military point of view, and it has not 

^ *5*1, T« . ^ ^ been us«l by us asTport. As in the autumn of 

hundreds of miles of wilderness, and General Even as early as March 23 the R.A.F. had 1940 , the enemy is evidently seeking a propaganda 
Waveii decided that an advance across this bombed shipping at Sirte—amongst their sucreas at the expense of stretching still farther 
inhospUable wa«e »a, not r^ired by his target, ware iho transpom which h^ K w&"waTom t'^V 

Strategic plan. So Libya passed out of the brought over the Gennans from Sicily—and on the enemy considerable casualties in pci^nel 

news. from the night of March 24 Tripoli was and in tanks'." 


SHEODAHI/T^ 

JMPOn' 


6R.ELBKE6A 


ASHEll 


But towards the end of March it began to bombed night after night. On the night of 


The fall of Benghazi was a nasty pill for 



the British public to swallow, but as Lord 
Moyne made clear in the House of Lords on 
April 9, it was the direct consequence of 
the new Balkan campaign. Many of the 
armoured units which conquered the Ital* 
ians had been withdrawn from Libya when 
operations there came to an end, and $0 the 
Germans were able to make their swiR 
stroke at a moment when we were not in full 
strength. But aHer their 600 miles advance 
from their bases at Tripoli and Benghazi 
they were now probably right at the end 
of their reach and facing growing difficulties 
of fuel, water, and the supply of munitions, 
without the sea power which enabled our 
spectacular advance to get over those diffi¬ 
culties. “ Our tanks and reinforcements are 
now returning, and by means of our sea 
power they have re-established themselves 
in force in the strong fortifications of 
Tobruk.” 



First supp«rt by tbs NstU 
r»r tlM Italians In tha 
Wastarn D as art camafrom 
tba air. On Fabruary 14, 
INI, •antbasi was attackad 

S ' tba Lwfcwaira algbt days 
tar it had fallan Inca 
■ritisb hands, and furtbar 
attacks followad during tba 
■ritish eccupatlan, but 
Australian F^ttar aircraft 
saan provad tbalr supari* 
arlty avar tha Carmans. 
Right, is a Nazi macMna 
raady ta taka off In tha 
dasart { and abava Is am 
otbar cemplataly burnt aut 
In front af a wrackad han¬ 
gar at Banghaai. 
PMm. Brititk OfieMCrown 
CopyriilU! nnd Whir World. 




The Ifor UtHiiraltd 


423 


April 25th, 1941 


Hitler’s Troops Arrive to Fight in Africa 



Th« Nasi f«rcM oparatinf in North Africa contiit 
largoljr of mochanisod unit* brought from Italv to 
TripoM. Left aro »oma of tho man in tropical hit 
and pith balmats drawn up for inapaction toon 
aftar thalr arrival. 


Othar Nazi troopt hava *'voluntaarad " to ttlffan 
tha Duca't troopt in Cast Africa, balow, a flag 
■ rmboliaing tha complata unity of tha Asia fowara 
it baing pratantad to voluntaara on thair arrival. 
On ona tida It hat tha Nati tymbol and on tha 
othar tha Fatcitt standard. 
rUnrI Xevt and Key>Unt 


Tha forward striking forca 
of tha Nasia in North Africa 
cantittt of tanks supportad 
by infantry and aircraft. 
Abava It a Nazi armaurad 
car in tha Libyan daaort. 
Many of tham wara utad In 
tha anamy advanca from El 
Aghoilata bayond Aanghazi. 


Tha Italian Army in North 
Africa, brohan by tha Army 
of tha Nila, had let last 
bomiliation throat upon it 
wbast It witnataod tha march 
of HitJar't man through tha 
ttroatt of Tripoli, toon right. 
All tha photographs In this 
•ago wara radiood from 
•arltn to Naw York and 
thanca to London. 

Photos, Assotioltd Ptost and 
Krysions 
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South Africans Won the Race to Addis Ababa 


With dramatic suddenness, Addis Ababa, Haile Selassie’s former capital and since 1936 
the capital of the Italian Empire in East Africa, capitulated to the British on April 5 . 
The story of its fall is given below, together with some account of other successes 
won by our armies in that tropical war zone. 
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A dds Ababa has fallen! The world heard 
the news in a communiqud issued from 
Cairo, but long before it appeared on 
the tape it was spread by word of mouth 
through all the town.s and villages of Abys* 
sinia. Again the Emperor's war drums 
throbbed, but now they sounded in triumph. 

It was the South Africans who won the race 
to the capital—those South Africans who. 
following their triumphs on the Juba and at 
Mogadishu, swept over the border from 
Italian Somaliland into Abyssinia on March 7. 
Exactly four weeks passed ; and in those four 
weeks they covered 700 miles of most difficult 
country in face of an enemy resistance which, 
though altogether ineffective, was by no 
means negligible. The Italians’ last stand was 
at the Awash gorge. 90 miles from Addis 
Ababa, where they had destroyed the great 
steel bridge that hung dizzily above the 
canyon, 200 feet deep. But the South Africans 
got across the gorge and stormed the Italian 
positions, though they were strongly defended 
by artillery and machine-guns. That last 90 
miles was covered in two days, and the South 
Africans never stopped, but hour by hour drew 
nearer the doomed city, driving the Italians 
helter-skelter before them. 

Some days before the end British 'planes 
dropped messages on the city, pointing out 
the hopelcs-sncss of the Italian position and 
demanding their surrender; and as a result 
an envoy from the Viceroy of Italian Fast 
Africa, the Duke of Aosta, flew to our lines 
on April 3. when conditions were presented 
to him to ensure the safety of the civil popula¬ 
tion of Addis Ababa in the event of fighting 


round the city. The Italians hummed and 
hawed, obviously to gain time for the evacua¬ 
tion of the garrison; and so General 
Cunningham sent the South African Air 
Force once more over Addis Ababa. In a 
few minutes the approaches to the city, 
transport columns and parks, aeroplane 
hangars, barracks and gun emplacements 
were smashed by bombs and swept by 
machine-gun Hre. The argument was a con¬ 
vincing one. and no further resistance was 
encountered. 

At two o'clock on the afternoon of April 5 
the South African armoured cars reported 
their position 20 miles east of Addis Ababa. 
They pushed on through misty rain and 
quagmires of red mud until that same evening 
they swept into the city and marched tri¬ 
umphantly into the main square. The Duke 
of Aosta, General Nasi. Chief of the General 
Staff, and General dc Simons. Commander 
of the Eastern Sector, had already left the 
city, retreating northwards with the great 
majority of their forces. Only armed police 
had been left in charge of the city, and they 
were hard put to it to ensure the safety of the 
38,000 Italian women and children who had 
been left behind, since the native tribesmen 
rioted as soon as 
they had seen the 
Italian garrison 
march away. But 
with the entry of the 
British forces order 
was quickly restored 
in accordance with 
the promise which 


Cunningham by the Italian envoy before the 
entry of the British troops into Addis Ababa. 
“ His Royal Highness the Duke of Aosta,” he 
said, ” wishes to express his appreciation of 
the initiative taken by General Wavcil and 
General Cunningham regarding the protec¬ 
tion of women and children in Addis Ababa, 
demonstrating the strong bonds of humanity 
and race still existing between the nations.” 

At 10.45 on the morning of Sunday, 
April 6 , the Italian flag was hauled down and 
the Union Jack hoisted on what had been 
the Viceroy’s official residence and not long 
before the palace of Emperor Haile Selassie. 

Meanwhile, in the north General Piatt's 
army, having stormed Keren on March 27. 
swept along the road to Asmara, which sur¬ 
rendered without a fight on April 1, 5,000 
prisoners being taken. Then the march was 
continued to the gates of Massawa, the port on 
the Red Sea, which hoisted the white flag on 
April 8 . Adowa, 100 miles south of 
Asmara, had been captured two days before. 

In Western Abyssinia the Imperial troops 
and their Patriot allies were also making good 
progress. General Martini was in danger of 
being surrounded at Gondar; Debra Markos 
was reported to be in our hands on April 7. 


TKa fell of AddU Ababa 
«cc«rr«d on April 4, INI. 
Ab««o aro aomo of tbo 
Btbiopian Patriot* who took 
part in tho march on tboir 
fermor ca^tai. lUfht, tho 
Duko of Ao*ta, C.-ln-C. In 
Italian fact Africa, who 
wa* in atipromo command 
of tho ferco* dofonding tho 
town. Tho map chow* tho 
rapid advanco M Brltiah and 
Imporial Borco* through 
Italian torrlcory In Cut 
Africa. 

Pkotot, Bntith Ojfititi ; Cro^n 
('nprrjglit; end ktyslotu. 
Courtuy of Iht “ Daily T*U- 
graph 

General Cunningham 
had given the Italian 
envoy some hours before. 

This gesture on the 
General’s part was re¬ 
ceived in the proper 
spirit by the Duke of 
Aosta, as is seen by the 
message which was given 
verbally to General 
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April 25tk, 1041 


Two African Capitals Lost by the Italians 



ADDIS ADADA, Mpitkl »l Abywini* and at Cb* Italian impira In Eait Africa, waa formally turrondorod to tho •rltiab on April 4, IMI. Dorinf tbo 
Avo yaara of Italian occMpatlon tho airflold aoon In tho top photograph had boon conttructod, whilo tho contra of tho town Itaolf had boon ontiroly 
Italianlaod. In tho lowor photograph it tho main atroot during tho occupation, with Italian podottrlant. Italian motor>cara, Italian ahopt and Italian 
mothoda of traffic control, whilo not ono of tho nativo inhabitant* whoto city It was, i* to bo toon. 


ASMARA, tho capital of Eritroa, foil to Gonoral Matt** army on April I, IMI, Chit* oponlng op Cbo road to Maaiawa. Abovo, loft, it a atrott icono 
la tho town with nativo* In tho flowing whito robot chat am thoir utoal woar. Tho normal population of Atmara it SS.Mft, and Cradoi mainly in 
agricultural prodwca. Right, U tho markot-placo, whom tho crop* from tho lurroondlng country am handled. Thoro aro a numbor of good modorn 
building* in Aamara, whilo it* amonitios includo a wircio** atation. yiioios, .sport & (itMral and WiJ* World 













All ov«r Occupied Fr»nc« lh« Nacli Iiav* giv*fi 
vtry convlnclAg •vld«M* of thoir domlnotlon. 
••low I* • traffic contra noor Punklrk with 
Gorman traffic lignt. Photo, £..V.d. 


Conoral Woygand it horo taking Cho aaluto at 
a parado of North African Ldglonnalrot at 
Algior*. With him, loft, !• Admiral Ahrl^. 
Gov.'Gonoral of Algorla. Photo, Wi4t WorlJ 


CINCE Parts was occupied by the Ger« 
nuns, anti-Nazi feeling has been 
steadily rising. In shops and cafds 
Nazis are treated with cold disdain, 
while the poster propaganda of Goebbels 
is countered by such announcements 
as that below, a small “ sticky-back " 
that has appeared all over Paris. It 
reads : “ Long live De Gaulle I Long 
live England I For them there is but 
one aim : to beat Germany, a nation 
that preys upon others, that has lived 
and lives only by robbery, rapine, pillage 
and murder. Then the whole world 
will breathe again." 


VIVE DE GAULLE 
VIVE L'ANGLETERRE 


Avec ffuz un teul but obottre 
rAUemogne. notion de prole qul n'o 
v4cu et ne vlt que de voU, de rapines, 
de pillages et d'assossinats. 

Alort le monde entier resptrero. 


In A ■moll hotol acron (ho Channel Coabhola 
haa houiad iaurnaliata and echor* of hia mlninna 
SO report Che invaaion of ■ritaln. All they have 
to do to far ia to wait. Photo, 


Aelow, General Stwdt, head of the Carman 
control of French war fndwatrlaa, la leaving the 
French War Mlniatry at Vichy after toeing 
General Huntxiger. Photo, AaortaUd Ptttt 
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April 25tli. 1941 


Australia Joins the Imperial Guard at Singapore 



POWERFUL REINFORCEMENTS A«ttraliM tr*opt arrived at Stnfapora on February It, IMI, wboii the critie in the Far EaA became once nriore 
acute (fee pafe 2M). Here tome of them are on board a tranaport b^ore dUembarkatien. The troop* numbered aomc thowtand* trained ai thoek 
troop* and having the latest mechanical eguipment. Ma|er«General H. Cordon Rennott, the Australian G.O.C.. stated in a broadcast from Singapore 
that these soldiers were even better eeuipped than the first member* of the A.i.F. who went to the Middle East. Photo, Asso<i.iifJ Frm 
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OUR SEARCHLIGHT ON THE WAR 




B.B.C. Organ Burnt Out 

O N April 4 it was revealed that the famous 
B.B.C. theatre organ had been des¬ 
troyed when St George's Hall was set 
on tire during a night raid on London. 


Although not the largest organ in the world it 
had the most complicated and luxurious equip¬ 
ment. There were 260 stops connected to 
four rooms at the sides of the Hall. In these 
were from 2.000 to 3,000 pipes, a grand piano, 
apparatus for producing a great number of 
effects,*' and a pipeless instrument, the 
electrone, which was responsible for the 
carillon. Recitals by Reginald Foort and later 
by Sandy Maepherson became very popular 
with mahy wireless listeners. 

Fellowship of the Bellows 
CouNDEO in Argentina in October, 1940, to 
raise money for the purchase of 
aircraft for the R.A.F., the ** Fellowship 
of the Bellows ” now boasts 25,000 members 
in that country and 5,000 in Uruguay. 
Already it has raised the cost of its Rrst 
" Whirlwind " fighter. The organizing com¬ 
mittee, known as the Servants of the Bellows, 
comprise High Wind (President), Whirl¬ 
wind (Secretary), Receiver of Windfalls 
(Treasurer), Keeper of the Windbag (Assistant 
Treasurer) and Bearer of the Bellows (Master 
of Ritual). The Committee’s stratagem of 
holding out promotion in the hierarchy of 
fellowship as a reward for an unbroken 
sequence of contributions is extremely 
ingenious. A member pays one cent for 
every enemy aeroplane brought down since 
he became a Fellow. When 1,000 aero¬ 
planes have been destroyed and he has paid 
10 pesos he becomes a ** Puff.'* He is 
promoted to be a “ Gust ” when he has 
paid 25 pesos (2,500 aeroplanes), and a 
*' Hurricane ” when his sub^'ption reaches 
50 pesos, the equivalent of 5,000 enemy air¬ 


craft. When 10,000 'planes have been 
destroyed, and he has not missed paying one 
single cent of 100 pesos, he will be invested 
with the Order of the Bellows, The scheme 
has so amused Latin America that other 
countries are taking it up, 
and the United Stales are 
launching their own branch 
of the Fellowship. 

New Ambassador 
\/fR. Wellington Koo— 
Ku Wei-Chun in his 
own country—Is succeeding 
Dr. Quo Tai-Chi at the 
Chinese Embassy. He is not 
unknown to London, for 
after serving as China's 
plenipotentian^ai the Peace 
Conference oi 1919 he was 
Minister to Great Britain 
from 1920 to 1922, when 
he returned to China to 
become Foreign Minister 
and later Prime Minister. 
He has since been Ambas¬ 
sador to the United States 
and then from 1932 Ambas¬ 
sador to France, and it was 
from Paris that be came to 
London in 1939 to give the 
annual Richard Cobden 
lecture. At Geneva and 
The Hague Dr. Koo was a 
prominent figure, being 
Chinese representative on 
the Council of the League 
of Nations and also at 
the International Court of 
Arbitration from 1927. Dr. 
Quo, who has been in 
London ft>r nearly nine 
years, leaves to take up his 
appoint¬ 
ment as 
Foreign 
Minister 
in the 
administration of General 
Chiang Kai-Shek. 

Death Before Betrayal 
(^ouNT Paul Teleki, Hun- 
garian Prime Minister, 
was found dead in his bed on 
April 3. He had shot himself at 
the moment when Hitler was de¬ 
manding the passage of 
German troops through 
Hungary, because, accord¬ 
ing to a letter left behind, 
he did not feel able to 
carry on his ‘ ’difficult and 
unhappy task.” Count 
Teleki was an authority 
on every branch of geo¬ 
graphy, physical, political 
and economic, and spent 
many years in geographi¬ 
cal research, the results of 
which were published in 
a number of erudite 
volum^ more particu¬ 
larly his famous ” Carto¬ 
graphy of the Japanese 
Islands.” During the 
Great War he served on 
the Italian and Balkan 
fronts. Later he became 
Foreign Minister in the 
anti-Communist Govern¬ 
ment which overthrew 
Bela Kun, and after the 
Peace Treaty be was 
appointed Prime Minister. 

But he became weary of 


politics and in 1921 rctuMed for many 
years to his geographical researches and 
lectures at the University. In February 1939 
he succeeded Dr. Bela Imredy as Premier, 
and after war broke out. and the Germans 
overran Europe, he became more and more 
entangled in the web of Axis intrigue, although 
his own personal sympathies were said to be 
with the British. The new Hungarian Prime 
Minister is M. Laszio de Bardossy, who 
succeeded Count Csaky as Foreign Minister 
on the latter's death in January, 1941. 

Britain's War Bill 

'T'he national accounts for the year April I, 
^ 1940 to March 31, 1941, although 

showing a substantial surplus in ordinary 
revenue, bear little relation to the actual 
expenditure on the war effort. This increased 
so gigantically in the course of the year that 
at the end of March the total expenditure 
for the twelve months was £3,867,000.000 
and the daily cost had reached an average of 
well over 14i million pounds. The following 
table shows the course of this expenditure 
as it expanded month after month. 



Total M it 

Daily in the 

Period 

increased 

period 


i 

£ 

April I to April 2? 

186,300,000 

6,900,000 

,, „ May 25 

369.400,000 

6,340,000 

„ June 30 

715,100,000 

9,600,000 

„ „ Oct. 26 

1,042,600,000 

10,400,000 

„ N<iv. 30 

2 . 7 X 6 .iOO.OOO 

12,400,000 

„ „ Dec. 3J 

2,774,200,000 

12,8p0,000 

M »Jan. 25 

3,095,200,000 

12,800,000 

„ „ hob. 22 

3,424,100,000 

11 , 740,000 

„ „ Mnr. 32 

3 ,RI 3 ,Aoo,ooo 

14,700,000 


Restaurants for Bombed Areas 
Vff ANY have been the criticisms of the name 
“ Community Feeding Centre ” for 
the attractive eating-houses that are springing 
up all over the country to provide cheap and 
good meals in bombed areas. So they are to 
be renamed *'British Restaurants.” Towns 
which have them total over 100, and in the 
London area there are 147. Stocks of food 
placed at the disposal of the local authorities 
are of considerable magnitude. There are 
2,000,000 cans of Ministry of Fo^ soup, 
with eight portions to each can ; 1,800 tons 
of biscuits ; 2,500,000 cans of baked beans; 
750 tons of canned beef, hash and meat roll; 

and 750,000 cans of unsweetened 
condensed milk for children. 


HUNGARY'S NEW RREMIER, M. Luslo da ■•rdoMr (laTt) tuccMai 
C»unt TalaU (right), who cocnmlttod lulcido eo April 3, hit hoalth 
undormlnod hy coMtMt N*xi eomuidt. M. <io Roraotty, formoHy 
Hvngary’f Foroig* Hinittor, it a pro-Nui afi4 wat Counaollor of tho 
Hungarian Logation in London, It30>34. Wid4 Wo*ld, Ktyttom 


ST. GEORGE'S HALL, to long attociatod with tha magic namot 
of Matktlyno and Dtvant bofara bacoming a itudio of tho R.R.C., 
wai cemplataly guttod altar a racant air raid on London. Ahova, 
looking towards tha itaga that was. Photo, P.N.A. 
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Cartoon Commentary on the War 


StruU tn lk4 “ Dtily Eiprtu " 


LIND A HAND. FRtlNDt 
Sir KinpUy Wo«<l introducM M« ** !•/• In £ ” Itidg^e 

Z*c ti» (iU " Dtth iftfror” 


HIRHANN i 

tAcltno9ledg4nuHts to Brt$c* Bairns/alktr] 
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We Learned a Lot on Our Iceland Trip 

The crew of a Sunderland fljing'boat of the Coastal Command 
which had to make a forced landing in Iceland declared that “ we 
learned a lot that trip.” Here is the story of how they surmounted 
difficulties in taking-off, refuelling, and de-icing their aircraft. 


B ad weather forced the pilot to seek 
refuge in Iceland. He bad en¬ 
countered severe snow-storms and 
clouds of grey lava-dust from the Icelandic 
mountains which stuck to the windows. It 
was getting dark when he decided to land in a 
fairly sheltered fjord, but there was a strong 
tide running and he could not accurately 
gauge the depth of water. The aircran 
landed safely, but grounded on a shoal 
before finishing its run. It struck the shoal 
at about 60 miles an hour, but, thanks to the 
strength of its construction, H suffered no 
damage. 

Fishermen from a whaling station rowed 
out to the stranded flying-b^t and jpected 
the crew with their best and only English 
phrase—“ Velcome to Eeceland.” For¬ 
tunately, an Icelander who had been in the 


The second pilot said : ** We had to use 
petrol tins out of an old barge. We formed a 
human chain and sent them up by hand. It 
was bitterly cold and sometimes chips of ice 
would fall into the tanks. There was water 
in the bottom of the barge and it looked as if 
some of the tins were leaking. Wc were 
afraid we might have trouble—and we did. 
When we started up next day. the engines 
ran for a little while, and then stopped. 
There was nothing for it but to empty and 
clean out the entire petrol system. 

** Our wing commander, who was with us> 
had helped in the refuelling and now be got 
busy with the rest of us in taking out the 
big tanks. He spent hours on the wings with 
screw-drivers and other tools covered with 
grease and dirt, it took four days to complete 
the clean-out, and then we refuelled with 



A compUt* cl«ap-«ut of th* cntlr* p«tr»l •yttpm, a j«b which U«<«4 four wa* ana af tha 

tatlit of thaaa man at tha Caaatal Cammand wha mada a farcad landing In Iceland. Water 
got into tha patral they feund far rafualllng and cautad angina traubla. AM«a, ana af tha hvga 
tanka haa baan taken aut far cleaning. Photo. Bniish Oficial: Crom Copyright 



miRVINC FCTROL, a few cana at a time. In 
their mhbar dinghy fram an aM barge to 
their aircraft, waa ana af tha triala af tha 
craw af a Sunderland Sying-baat which made 
the farced iaatding deacribad In thia page. 

Photo. British Ofiiaal: Crown Copyright 

some petrol which we took good care to see 
was free from dirt or water. 

** The next day off we went, only to rur 
into a severe electrical storm with visibilil) 
nil and icc-forming conditions. Back agair 
to Iceland. That night wc had 27 degree; 
of frost, and the next morning the Sunderlanc 
was completely covered in a layer of snow or 
top of ice. We brushed off the snow and tried 
to chip off the ice with axes, screw-drivers, 
and anything handy. Then I managed to get 
help from a trawler with a steam hose-pipe. 
That melted the ice where we could not reach 
to chip, and the water ran down and formed 
icicles where we could get at them. The tem¬ 
perature rose that night, and the next day we 
flew to Scotland. We learned a lot that trip.” 


I Was A Nazi Parachute Trooper 

Written by Erich Weber, a former member of the ” Col. Beck 
Force,” Germany's first parachute regiment, this article gives many 
details of the bfe and training of these Nasi desperados. As a 
sequel to his story, Weber says that he jumped a train on its way 
to Switzerland and, by an extraordinary piece of luck, managed to 

get away. 


United Slates Air Force in the last war 
turned up and acted as interpreter. The 
bombs were made safe, liHed out by the crew, 
and taken ashore in the flshermen’s dinghy. 

That night the crew remained on board, 
and in the early hours, when the tide rose, 
the flying-boat went afloat. By using the port 
and starboard engines alternately, she yawed 
off the shoal into deeper water. When day¬ 
light came the pilots surveyed the take-off 
area. They had a run of approximately 400 
yards, but at one part (he fjord was little 
more than SO yards wide. The span of a 
Sunderland is nearly 38 yards. 

In the afternoon the pilot made his attempt. 
With the help of a strong wind and a full 
throttle he got the flying-boat off the water 
after a run of only ISO yards, and cleared the 
narrow part of the fjord with a few yards 
to spare on each side. The Sunderland went 
to another part of the Iceland coast to seek 
fuel. 


I WAS trained to be one of Hitler’s “ Luft- 
schu^rtruppen.” I thought it was a 
great stroke of luck when I was drafted 
to the Col. Beck Creenshirts—Goering’s 
private regiment, one of the most historic in 
all Germany. 

Like a million other youngsters I was proud 
to be a German ; proud to be a soldier. 
When we began parachute training (” Fall- 
schirm Landen ”) I was proud to risk my 
neck. . . . 

It took three months to turn me into a good 
Fallschirm trooper—three months of iron 


discipline, technical training, practice on the 
bomb-sighting machines used by Luftwaffe 
pilots, and 10-hour-a-day training. 

They taught us parachute-dropping by 
easy stages—beginning with the technical 
stuff and routine work of folding the silk 
(not so easy, when you consider that a Fall¬ 
schirm consists of at least 850 square feet of 
silk) and ending with the real thing. 

Between those extreme stages it is easy to 
break a few bones. We had to do special 
parachute exercises—climbing up a steel stair- 
wav and jumping through a spring-loaded 




431 


Aprii 25L'i, IMl Tkc War IUiuinl-’.i 

miiniiiiHHiiniuiiHiiiiiiiHiiiiiniuiiitniiiiiiiniiiiHiHiiiiiiiiniimiiiiiniiiiiicn I WAS THERE! mH(titiHHtiHMiitimiiiiMHiiiHiiiuuiffliiUNii>Hiiiiiiiiiii(iinn>ii(iiiitMii>iiiuii 


door ten feet high. The spring gives the 
same effect as the great rush of air in actual 
flying, and ^ou must learn how to poise your* 
seif for the jump so that the parachute harness 
doesn’t get caught. 

So that we should be able to allow for 
drift, and pull the strings of our parachutes 
to guide them in falling, we were sent, often 
late at night, to practise on the bomb-sitting 
machines used for training Luftwaffe pUots. 

You sit on a balcony, peering down at the 
moving strip on which is painted a realistic 
picture of the earth as it appears from tlte 
cockpit of a bomber. By an ingenious 
system of lenses it gives the impression of 
being 2 , 000 , 5,000 or 8,000 feet away, while 
changeoflightinggivcstheeffcctof’* dawn 
and ” twilight.” You sight the apparatus 
and endeavour to register a ” hit ” on the 
moving canvas. The sheet is moved electri¬ 
cally at speeds representing 200 and 300 m.p.h. 
and the exact position of each hit is shown by 
the flash of an electric light. 

Intriguing and interesting ? It might have 
been, but for the Obersf. His idea was that 
as most bombing raids take place at dawn or 
at night, practice must be done at those 
times. After a hard 10-hour day of march¬ 
ing, drilling, engineering instruction, book 
study and exams, we were suddenly dragged 
from our bunks and ordered to be on duly in 
six minutes. 

In the Nazi * Chamber of Horrors ’ 

Hungry, because rations were smalt at 
Braunschweig, tired, bullied and dispirited, 
wc assembled in what came to be nicknamed 
the ” Chamber of Horrors.” 

In turn we climbed the gallery, took our 
seat at the bomb-sighter and tried to register 
direct hits as the Oberst or an UnleHeutnaiit 
bawled '* Zielen ” (” Aim ”). 

Month after month of this discipline helped 
to break us in ; but it meant that we were 
often working over 14 hours a day. There 
were language classes, in French and Dutch, 
there were technical classes in the operation 
of the 88 -mm. light machine-guns that wc 
were to carry on a parachute descent, and 
more than 200 things to learn by heart before 
we made our first ‘ ‘ Versuch ’ ’ (trial). 

If we thought discipline vvas firm at our 
training camp, we got a rude shock when we 
were transferred for final training to the 
Col. Beck barracks at Charlottcnburg, near 
Berlin. 

Of course I was ‘‘ raw.” Now I tremble 
to think what most of the officers must have 
thought of me. I'd just scraped in, and they 


knew it. They gave me a hell of a rime. I 
was always in fatigue parties. All the dirty 
jobs found their way to me. 

But thctimccanicwhcnlhadtorebel. There 
was a Swastika and Death’s-head flag in a 
niche by our parade ground, and (ike every¬ 
body else I always dutifully clicked my heels 
and saluted it on passing—a ritual of the Col. 
Beck Force. One sweltering hot afternoon 
an officer, having had more dunkei beer for 
lunch than was his ration, thought he'd have 
a bit of fun. ‘ * Floh (You flea), ’ ’ he grinned 
when we met on the parade ground, ” You 
didn’t salute the flag.” 

Mechanically I repeated I had, but he was 
determined to have his sport, and ordered 
me to do solitary sentry duty by the flag for 
two hours, saluting it each time I passed it. 
In the bla^^ng hot sun I began my pacing, but 
it wasn’t my time for duty and I was hungry 


and fbint. Spots grew before my eyes, and 
while the bully was still gaping at me the earth 
suddenly came up to meet me. I had fainted. 

He wasn't finished yet. He dragged me to 
my feet, ordered me once more to march past 
the flag and salute. Skk. weak. I managed 
to stand. As I saluted he kicked me to the 
ground, and once more dragged me up. 
Again I saluted, and again 1 bit the dust. 
Then everything went black. 

When I awoke I was in the hospital ward, 
and a kindly-faced military surge an was 
gazing down at me, and ofTering me a cigar¬ 
ette. I was sick—not only with physical pain 
but at the shock of my first encounter with a 
brutal oificer of the old Junkers class. From 
that very monaent something within me 
changed. 1 had wanted to be a good soldier. 
1 had wanted to be an obedient Nazi. But 
from now on I’d look after No. 1 first. 


We Are Standing Up to the Raids in Malta 

By the first week in March 1941 Malta had already been bombed 
on 1 x 4 occasions, it was reveal^ by Sir Archibald Sinclair on March 
II. The manner in which the defenders and the dvi! population of 
the island reacted to these raids is vividly described in this letter. 


S PEAKING in the House of Commons, Sir 
Archibald Sinclair paid tribute to the 
” gallantry and efficiency of the 
defenders of Malta and to the courage and 
high morale which the civil population had 
throughout displayed.” In a Idler to a 
friend in England, a young Maltese said : 

The Luftwaffe has taken over the central 
Mediterranean area from the Italians. It’s 
only German 'planes we now see. Anyhow 
we are giving a very good account of our¬ 
selves, and the Jerries know that too well. 

The first time they 
raided they came over 
in the afternoon in 
two waves. There was 
quite a good number 
of 'planes, too, and 
they kept diving over 
the Grand Harbour for 
half an hour. Then 
came an interval of 
about quarter of an 
hour and then they 
started ail over again. 

It was a good sight 
to watch : and 1 stayed 
in the open somewhere 
very near the targets 
engaged and utterly 
enjoyed it. It was 


the first big-scale warlike action I have ever 
witnessed. But although the Jerries had guts 
to come down, yet they were terribly shaken. 
'Plane after ’plane zoomed over me very low 
indeed with engine sparking and smoke 
coming out from wings and tail. 

ENcry imaginable A.A. shell was used and 
the biirrage was simply grand. The sky was 
ablaze and I got nearly deaf with bomb and 
shell explosions. Anyhow 1 was one of the 
first that collected souvenirs: bits of shirts 
and wings. During that engagcme.it the 




IIAIDS ON HALTA have prgvsd CMtIy M th« 
Italian*. Balow, bomb* ara b«ing proparod In 
tho anciont quarrla* of Syracuto, u*ad by tbo 
anamy a* workthop*. Abova, two Italian 
pilot* ara raturning in thair bombar from a 
raid. A da*«rIption of an attack on Halta i* 
glvan (n thit pafO, Photos, H.S.A. 

Jerries left behind them 11 'planes, while I 
suppose the others took back to Sicily loads 
and loads of wounded and dead. 

They then visited us on Saturday, losing 
nine 'planes certain, and on Sunday losing 
19 certain. Those were the three most hcciic 
days, but wc won. Tbc number of civilians 
lost must be about onc-lhird the number of 
pilots the Germans lost. 

The spirit of the people cheered me up and 
warmed my heart. You remember when Italy 
joined .the war you told me to stand fast and 
fling the invaders back in the sea. The chaps 
out here did not need any encouragement; 
they are out for it. I should like tlK Jerries 
or ities to try a landing. They would never 
go tack.—“ The Times.” 
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THlJRSDAr, APRIL 9,1941 579 th day 

Sea.—Admiralty aooounced destrucUoo by 
naval aircraft of two Italian destroyers. 

Three raiders attacked convoy in Thanscs 
Kstuary. One destroyed and two damaged 
by H.M.S. Locust. 

Air.—Heavy Qight raid on Brest. Small- 
•calc attacks on ml tanks at Rotterdam and 
docks at Ostend. 

War against Italr.—British evacuation of 
Benghazi announced. RA.F. bombed Tripoli 
and Mersa Brega area. 

Cairo announced capture of Miesso on 
railway to Addis Ababa. 

Home.—Four-hour night raid on Bristol. 
Bombs also fell in East England and else¬ 
where. Two raiders destroyed. 

Greek War.—R.A.P. bombed military 
ta^cts at Berat. 

Bdkaiu.—German legation ordered by 
Berlin to leave Belgrade. 

Count Teleki, Hungarian Prime Minister, 
committed suicide. M. Laszio Bardossy 
appointed bis success^. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 4 580 /h day 

Sea.—Two Italian destroyers, Pantcra and 
Tigre, reported scuttled on Saudi Arabia. 

Air.—R.A.F. ^hters attacked by day 
aerodromes in N. I^nce and Belgium. Heavy 
night bombing of battle cniiseis Sebamhorst 
and Cncisenau at Brest. 

War against Italy.—In Harar sector troops 
reported near R. Awash. Offensive in Ncgclii- 
Yavelto area progressing. 

Siz enemy machines shot down in Western 
Cyrenaica. Tripoli raided. 

Home.—Bristol raided again at night. 
Four timbers brought down. Enemy activity 
also in S.W. England. 

SATVRDAY, APRIL 5 581 $! day 

War against Italy.—Imperial forces entered 
Addis Ababa. General advance farther south. 

Aduwa and Adigrat reported captured. 

Road block between Asmara ara Mussawa 
dcAred and advance cemtinued. 

Home.—Day attack mi coast town in N.E. 
Scotland. Small-scale enemy activity at 
night over S.W. England. 


SUNDAY, APRIL 6 582 nd day 

Air.—Single Spithres made machine-gun 
attacks on targets in N. France. Daylight 
attacks on enemy destroyers, supply vessels, 
troop concentrations and aerodi^es. 

Brest again bombed at night. Other 
aircraft attacked docks at Calais and Ostend 
and aerodromes in Low Countries. 

Home.—Daylight raid on S. Coast town. 

Balkan War.—Germany invaded Greece and 
Yuf^avia. 

Belgrade heavily raided. R.A.F. replied 
by b^bing milita^ targets in Sofia and 
German transport in Struma valley. Five 
Mfsscrschmitts shot down without loss. 

MONDAY, APRIL 7 58 vd day 

Air.—Nine relays of R.A.F. heavy b^bers 
raided Kkl. Em(kn and Bremerbaven also 
attacked. 

War against Italy.—Opcratkms around 
Massawa developing. Advance towards 
Dessie and Gondar progressing. Debra 
Marcos in British hands. 

Enemy recaptured Dcma, Libya. 

Home.—C<Misiderabtc eight raids over 
Liverpool area, East Anglia, S.W. and central 
Scotland, I»ndon, and ebewbere. Bombs 
fell for first time in Northern Ireland. 

Six enemy aircraft destroyed. 

Balkan War.—Germans continued violent 
attack in Struma valley and in heights of 
Nevrokop. Nazi mechanized division captured 
Duiran, 00 Greek-Bulgarian-Yugoslav frontier. 

Hep<^ed that Yugoslavs bad occupied 
Italian port of Zara, Dalmatia. 

R.A.F. attacked motor transport near 
Strumitsa, Yugoslavia. Another German 
raid on Belgrade. 

TI'K.SD.4r. APRIL 8 sSith day 

Air.—R.A.F. made daylight attacks on 
shipping in North Sea and objectives in 
Denmark, Low Countries, and Northern 
France. 

Kiel heavily bombed at night. Other t.ir- 
gets were Bremerhavt-n, Emden and oil targets 
nt Rotterdam. 

War against Italy.—Massawa surrendered 
and was occupied. Hard rearguard action in 
Ubya. 


Home.—Heavy double night attack on 
Coventry. Hospital repeatedlv hit. Hostile 
aircraft also rented from other areas. 

Seven enemy aircraft destroyed. 

Balkan War.—I'rooi Doiran German 
mechanized division advanced into Greece 
east R. Vardar in direction of Salonika. 
In Struma valley enemy was still held by forts 
of Rupd, Usita and others. 

Yugoslav's forced to withdraw in South, 
leaving Greek left fiaok uncovered. 

irFDVR.^04r, APRIL 9 585 th day 

Sea.—H.M. trawlers Lord Sclbomc and 
Cramond Island reported sunk. 

Air.—R.A.F. bombed railway traffic and 
wireless station in Denmark, aluminium works 
at Hoyaogcr and naval unit at Brest. 

Heavy three-hour night raid on Berlin. 
Opera House destroyed, other famous build¬ 
ings severely damaged. 

Home.—Night bombers again over west 
Midlands, including Birmingham. Bnnil>s 
also fell in N.E. district. East Anglia and else¬ 
where. Twelve enemy aircraft destroyed. 

Balkan War.—Germans occupied Sah>nika, 
cutting off Greek forces cast of R. Vardar. 
Enemy also captured Skoplje and Nish, 
Yugoslavia. 

In Albania Yugoslav troops, having crossed 
R. Drio, advanc^ towards interior. 

TnURSDAY, APRIL 10 jS6fA day 

Air.—R.A.F. bombed cruisers Scharnhonst 
and Gneisenau at Brest and aerodrome at 
Mcrignac. DUsseldurf and Borkum also 
attacked. 

War against Italy.—Ceaseless air attacks on 
cnemj; troops in Libya. .Advance into S. 
Abyssinia from Italian Somaliland developing. 

Home.—Night raids on Birmingham and 
Coventry, causing heavy damage and casual¬ 
ties. Ten Geniiaii raiders shot down. 

Balkan War.—British and Imperial forces 
made contact with Gcrmiins in northern 
Greece. 

German forces reported to have reached 
Monastir and Yannilsa. R.A.F. made great 
onslaught <xi enemy. 


OUR WAR GAZETTEER: YUGOSLAVIA 


Belgrade. Cap. Yugueiavia; at con¬ 
fluence of R. Danube and Sava; greatly 
modernized during last twenty years: 
cathedral, royal palace ; university ; name 
means “ white city.” Pop. about 270,000. 

BitolJ. (Monastir). 130 miles N.W. of 
Salonika; of strat^o importance ; became 
Serbian in 1913. Pop. about 20,000. 

Dubrovnik. (Ragusa). Dalmatia ; on 
Adriatic; 100 milos 8.E. of Split; the 
harbour being partly closed by sand, largo 
ships use Gravosa, 4 miles distant; oil 
refineries. Pop. alMut 16,000. 

Kotor. (Cattaro). Seaport at head of 
gulf of Cattaro; 36 miles K. by 8. of 
Dubrovnik ; naval base. Pop. about 6,000. 

LyublysM. (I.Aibach). Former capital 
of Austrian province of Camiola ; 40 miles 
N.E. of Trieste ; university, episc. see ; 
manufactures textifhs; large trade in 
leather and chemicals. Pop. about 60,000. 

Maribor. (Marburg). Slovenia ; stands 
on both- banka of the R, Drave ; 40 miles 
fn>inGraz; 16th-century cathedral; manu¬ 
factures railway stock, boots and shoes; 
large wine trade. Pop. about 30,000. 

MoMStir. See Bitoij. 

NM). On R. Nisava, trib. of R. Morava ; 
130 miles S.E. of Belgrade; important 
railway junction. Pop. about 40,000. 


Novi Sad. 60 miles N.W. of Belgrade; 
pottery and cotton works. Pop. 60,000. 

Sarajevo. Cap. of Bosnia: on U. 
Miljucka, 122 miles S.\y. of Belgrade; 
scene of the murder of Archduke FrancU 
Ferdinand, June 28, 1914, event which 
precipitated the Great War : manufactures 
pottery, silk, flour, sugar. Pop. 80,000. 

Skoplje. (Uskflb). On R. V’ardar, 130 
miles N.W. of Salonika; large trade in 
tobacco, grain and agricultural products; 
taken by Bulgarians in 1915. Pop. 60,000. 

Sombor. Voivodina; 94 miles N.W. of 
Belgrade; trading centre for com and 
cattle. Pop. about 30,000. 

Split. (Spalato). Dalmatia: seaport and 
naval baw; on the Adriatic, 74 miles S.E. 
of Zara; contains Palace of Diocletian; 
extensive trade in wine, oil, wheat, figs 
and leather; fUberics. Pop. 40,000. 

Struma River. Rising in Bulgaria, 
about 20 milos S. of Sofia, flows west and 
south-east through Bulgaria and Macedonia 
to enter Aegean Sea. Ix'O^h 150 miles. 

Subotfea. (Szabadka). Voivodina; near 
Hungarian frontier; centre of agricultural 
and cattle-rearing district; manufactures 
boots, railway trucks and furniture. Pop. 
about 100,000. 



•iNOCULARS FROM JAMAICA Co Cho 
value of Cl.SaO havo boon sMt by tho 
Boy Scouts of that country, who aro horo 
soon oxamlnins thorn prior to dispatch. 

Photo, TopUel Prets 

tlskiib. Turkish for Skoplje, q.v. 

Vrsac. (Versecz). Voivodina; in agricul¬ 
tural region, 40 miles N.E. of Bcl^ade; 
flour milling sod distilling. Pop. 30,000. 

Zagreb. (Agram). Capital of Ck'oatia- 
Slovonia; on R. Sava; cathedral, uni¬ 
versity : manufactures linen, carpets, 
leather and tobacoo. Pop. about 190,000. 


NOTE.—That most of the sbove-meaUcuied ))ls«a have two narocs points to the Giet that at some 
period they have been under the sway of Tarkey, Austria, Bungar)*, Italy. Mr. The first name riven 
islhe Yugoslav (Serb, Croat or Skivenr) name, and that in brarxrts the oririnal. Thus Laibach was 
the caritai of the Austrian duchy of Caralols. Marburg was in Austria. UskQb In Turkey. After 
Macedonia passed from Turktoh rule In 1913, Monastir became Bitoij. Cattaro and Spalato are Italian 
forms. The name Ragusa reminds us that Uw place called l>ubrovnU( was coioniiod by I.aUn scUler*. 
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IN BOMBED. BLASTED AND BURNT LONDON THE DOCTOR STANDS BY 

Aft*r tK« grMt »ir raid of tho night of April li>17 manr of tho victimi woro pinnod banoath th« wrockaga. Whan da^braak camo tho A.R.P. workars 
•till making horoic affert* to roach tbam and daadt of romarkabla bravory wara parformad by both man and woman. Hora in a bemb-«trickcn 
diatrict in London a woman doctor In bar white coat and whita-paintad halmat bearing tha lattar* M.O. (Medical Officer) waiu while the worker* 
tunnel through tho ruin* of a block of flat* to reach people buried banaath tham. finally, a way wa* hacked to where a woman lay terintigly 
iniured and tha doctor crept along it to give flr>t aid. Photo, ** Nawi Chrenfeia." Endutlr* to TH£ V^Aft ILLUSTKAriD 
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Into Battle Went the ‘Forces of the Empire’ 

The Forces of the Empire, as the British Expeditionary Force in the Balkans has been 
officially styled by British G.K.Q. in Cairo, began its landings in March, and first made 
contact with the German enemy on April lo, 1941 . Below we tell something of its 
passage and of the opening brush on the new field of battle. 


W £tKS before it was officially released in Then the Australians 
London, the news of the safe arrival and New Zealanders 
in Greece of the “Forces of the constituted a corps 
Empire” had spread far and wide. The which as from midday, 
Greeks knew it; how could they do other* April 12, was known 
wise when they saw arriving at the Piraeus, as the Anzac Corps, 
the port of Athens, the great stream of “The G.O.C.,” read 
transports, packed with troops and with a message sent by 
war material of all kinds ? The Bulgarians Lt.-Gen. Sir Thomas 
knew it, for on March 20 it was announced Blarney to the Austra* 
over the Sofia wireless that 300.000 British lian and New Zealand 
troops—a fantastically large figure, of course Commands, “desires 
— had landed at Salonika. The Yugoslavs to.say that the reunion 
knew it. loo; as early as March 11 it was of the Australian and 
reported in Belgrade that British troops were New Zealand divisions 
landing in large numbers, and perhaps the gives all ranks the 
knowledge determined them to make that greatest uplift. The 
last desperate bid for freedom which began task ahead, although 
when they threw over Tsvetkovitch and his difficult, is not nearly 
prO'Nazis, and decided to fight before so hard as that which 
surrendering. faced our fathers in 

All the troops were convoyed to the ports April, 26 years ago 
of disembarkation by Admiral Cunningham's (a reference to the 



This mftp (hftwt lin* occupied by th* ImpcHki and Cr««b troop* 
from Mount Olympus to • point on tho const opposits Corfu whon 
tbo front Gormnn nnd Icniian nttompt thrust into Cnntrnt Crooco 
bofsn in mld>Aprli INI. Hy nurtity 0 / th$ " Daily kxfntst " 

landing of the Anzacs at Gallipoli in 1915). 

We go to it together with stout hearts.” 



MOUNT OLYMPU^closo to tho coast on thn 
wostorn sido of tho CuH of Salonika, formed 
tho right bastion of tho lino of tho Aliiod 
srmio* shown on tho map. Fkolo, Dotuh lutgk 

ships, and in spite of the Italian submarines 
and Nazi aircraft not a ship, not a man 
was lost in the passage across the Aegean 
Sea. Some of the units had come from far 
across the sea; others, veterans of the Libyan 
campaign, only from Alexandria. They 
comprised British and Australians, New 
Zealanders and men from Cyprus; all were 
in good heart, fit as fiddles, ready and eager 


to go into action immediately. At the bases 
great Ordnance and R.A.S.C. establishments 
came into being, and the R.A.M.C. units 
assembled—amongst them an ambulance 
unit of Quaker volunteers, who though their 
consciences forbade them to take up arms 
found nothing in their religion to forbid 
them the work of mercy. 

This new British army in Greece was 
under the command of Lt.-Gen. Sir Henry 
Maitland Wilson, who himself was stated to 
be under the direction of General Papagos, 
Commandcr-in-Chief of the Greek Army. 



LT.-CBN. Sm H. MAITl,AND*WILSON. 
0.5.0., in command of tbo Forco* of tho 
Emplro In tbo Bolkons, commondod tho troop* 
who dofootod th* Icollons in the Wostorn 
OMtrt. Brilnh Oj^ial. O'hft i.'ff'yt’fhi 


So after a lapse of more than 20 years 
British and Imperial troops once again 
marched along the Balkan roads. To begin 
with, they were given positions somewhat 
behind the Greeks, who were now fiercely 
engaged with the German invaders, but on 
April 10 the first clash occurred between 
men of the Forces of the Empire and the 
Nazis. A German column halted on the 
road was shot up by some British tanks, and 
a number of our armoured cars which, while 
escorting demolition parties somewhere near 
the Yugoslav border, had been outflanked 
by a German column, fought their way back 
through 800 German infantrymen. From 
then onwards our troops were more or less 
constantly in action, doing their utmost to 
support their allies, the Greeks, whose line 
was now bending dangerously before the 
German onslaught. In mountainous coun¬ 
try, and in the most bitter weather—snow 
was still falling on the heights and the wind 
was cruel—the British and the men from 
“down under “ took up their positions. So 
rough was the country in which the troops 
were deployed that motor transport had to 
be supplemented by mules and donkeys, on 
whose backs were brought up food, ammuni* 
tion, and other supplies. 

The War Office communiques told little of 
what was going on, but it was learnt that 
our forces were withdrawing to new piositions. 
On April 14 the communique read, “ Our 
covering troops innicied severe casualties on 
the enemy, who maintained continuous 
pressure on our eastern sector during this 
withdrawal. Marked activity on the right 
of our line, but no serious clashes.” The 
German High Command declared that 
motorized units and S.S. troops had thrown 
back British infantry and armoured forces. 
Then on April 16 Cairo announced that 
“ our troops arc now in contact with the 
ertemy along the whole of our front. ’ ’ A big 
battle was in progress in Western Macedonia, 
arKl British and Imperial forces clashed long 
and often with German mechanized units. 
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Belgrade: Tragic Capital of the Yugoslavs 



• ELORADE'S NATIONAL LIBRARY Mid T*c)ifilcal Pkcultr ar* hoHMd In tiM m»d«rn itruo- 
twr* «bov*. YufMtavia** capltmi, bonib»rd«d br th* AuitriMi* In tb* iMt war, wm davMtatMl 
bf maM Nasi air raid* on April f. 1941. Thoro was an ofRciont A.F.S., which indudod manjr 
woman, who workod haroically. Right, tomt of thorn aro ” manning ’’ a Rro angina. 
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Tha drawing above shows tba main faaturas of Balgrada. The city stands 
YUGOSLAVIA'S INDICTMENT OP GERMANY on tba south shora of tha Danaba at its {unction with tha Rlvar Sava. 


TI^E inform all civilized peoples of the frightful crimes 
committed bp the German armed force in the war 
imposed upon us. 

Belgrade, the capital of our country, which in good time 
was proclaimed an open and Undefended city, was bombed 
by German aircraft without a declaration of war. 

On Sunday morning, while the sound of church bells was 
calling the faithful to church for Divine Service, a bombard* 
ment eclipsing in horror all imagination was launched by 
German aeroplanes. A veritable deluge of incendiary and 
explosive bombs turned the city into a mass of ruins and 
gutted homes, while all the streets of Belgrade were covered 
with the bodies of children, women, and old men. 

Never during the long history of this martyr city were such 
cruelties committed even by the most primitive invaders. 
This devastation of a defenceless and open city was executed 
by aircraft of that nation which claimed for itself the first 
place among cultured peoples. 

All the precepts of international right and human con* 
siderations were set aside by the German aeroplanes, which 
destroyed most of the hospitals, churches, schools, and 
cultural institutions of Belgrade in broad daylight. 

The royal palace at De^nje ^a suburb of Belgrade' was 
completely destroyed by 30 direct hits during the air 

raids on the city on Sunday. The German aeroplanes even 
bombed isolated houses . . . Horrible scenes occurred during 
the bombardment, when German aeroplanes machine-gunned 
women and children fleeing from their burning homes. 
Flying low, the German bribers turned houses into 
hecatombs .—Message addressed by the Yugoslav Covemuienl 
to •' AU Civilized Peoples.'' 



Prior to thp Nasi air raM«. Bolgrad* was feat baeoming tha flnatt capital city in 
tha Balkan*, with many modam ofRce building* and tall apartmant hog*a* oftan 
in qaaiat jaatapotltion with tha old hoiMO* btiilt undar tba TurkUh ragiMM 
Drueeint, ctmrUsy of “ Ttu Sphere." Pkoloi, Doritn G.P.V., and Fox 
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When Greek Met German 


3Iay iwt, 1941 

in Macedonia 


Below we gire an account of the opening phase of the inTasion of Greece the German 
armies operating from Bulgarian soil. It is based on a statement issu^ by Colonel 
Contoleon, Liaison Officer and Acting Military Attachd at the Greek Legation in London. 


W HEN it first seemed probable that Hitler 
would shortly order an invasion of 
Greece, the Greek General Staff 
prepared its plan of defence on the assump* 
tion that Yugoslavia would be favourably 
disposed towards the Axis Powers ; and this 
assumption seemed to be well grounded 
when on March 25 Mr. Tsvetkovitch put his 
signature to the Tripartite Pact at Vienna. 

Believing then that the attack would be 
developed or delivered through Yugoslavia, 
the main Greek line of defence, which aimed 


at the preservation of the territory won in 
Albania and the covering of its eastern flank, 
was to be concentrated in Central Mace¬ 
donia. i.e. that portion of Greece lying to the 
north-west of Salonika. Eastern Mace¬ 
donia. i.c. the area south of Bulgaria as far 
as the port of Kavaila, would also be de¬ 
fended, but its defence was entrusted in the 
main to the forts covering the principal 
passes from Bulgaria. Western Thrace, 
lying between Kavaila and the Turkish 
frontier, was deemed to be indefensible, and 
before the war began it was evacuated, not 
only of its garrison but of the greater part of 
its civilian population. Its defence would 
have been advisable only in the event of a 
concerted action with Turkey. 

Then on March 27 came the revolution in 
Belgrade, when Yugoslavia, from being a 
friend of the Axis, declared herself as an ally 
of Greece. The Yugoslav Army was already 
mobilized and had on the whole completed 
its dispositions. Substantial forces had been 
mustered in Southern Serbia, so that the 
routes into Greece seemed to be adequately 
covered. Consequently the Greek divisions 
were transferred from this part of the front 
to the Bulgarian frontier, with a view to 
making the defence of Eastern Macedonia 
more effective. This transfer, though dic¬ 
tated by logic, proved fatal. 

When at 5 a.m. on April 6 the Germans 
delivered their onslaught on Greece and 
Yugoslavia, the Albanian front was held by 


the Greek Army; the routes across the 
Greco-Serbian frontier were guarded by the 
Yugoslav Army; and Eastern Macedonia 
was protected by the main Greek Army. 
The Forces of the Empire, composed of 
British and Anzac troops, were farther south. 

Although the German attack was launched 
with all the customary violence and the 
technical equipment of ** blitzkrieg ”—with 
tanks, abundant heavy artillery and con¬ 
siderable air forces—along the whole Greek 
line during the first two days the Germans 


made no progress anywhere. They destroyed 
it is true, the two advanced fortified positions 
of Istimbcy and Kelkaya in the Rupel pass, 
but their persistent attacks with tanks, dive 
bombers, on the two main forts of Rupel and 
Cssita were completely repulsed. The next 
day, April 8, Perithori was temporarily cap¬ 
tured by the enemy, but immediately after¬ 
wards was recaptured by a Greek counter¬ 
attack. Similarly the 
Dassavli fort was re¬ 
captured after it had 
fallen to the enemy. 

At the same time 
Greek troops operat¬ 
ing outside the forts 
succeeded in recover¬ 
ing other points where 
the enemy had tem¬ 
porarily established a 
foothold. 

So far, so good. 

But Yugoslav forces 
defending the Strumn- 
itsa pass, which leads 
westward from the 
Struma valley in Bul¬ 
garia. were forced to 
withdraw. Svriftly the 
Germans developed 
their advantage. While 
the Yugoslavs were 
retreating up the 
Vardar valley toward 


Skoplje (LIskub), a German mechanized 
column succeedM on the morning of 
April 8 in capturing the Serbian town 
of Dotran, thus reaching the Greco-Serbian 
frontier 22 miles to the rear of the extreme 
edge of the Greek lines, and entered Greek 
territory by the flat corridor east of the 
Vardar. The very small Greek mechanized 
formations put up a hard fight against an 
enemy whose equipment was incomparably 
superior, both in quantity and in quality, but 
the battle was too unequal. At dawn on 
April 9 the German forces entered Salonika. 
Fortunately the delaying action of (he Greek 
mechanized units had permitted the great 
port to be stripped of anything that might 
have proved useful to the enemy, while all 
military installations had been destroyed. 

After the capture of Salonika the Greek 
units holding the frontier of Eastern Mace¬ 
donia were cut off. Their position was 
hopeless, but there was not a sign of weaken¬ 
ing in their resistance. For days they main¬ 
tained their lines intact, and the forts in the 
Rupel pass at the mouth of the Struma valley 
still continued to blaze defiance at the enemy 
whose dead covered the floor of the ravine 
and reddened the streams with their blood. 

West of the Vardar valley the Greek forces 
slowly moved back, resisting all the way. 
They maintained contact with their comrades 
on (he Albanian front, but when the Germans 
occupied Monastirand reinforced the Italians 
in Albania, the pressure on the Greek lines, 
particularly in (he region of Lake Ochrida, 
became too great to be withstood. So the 
Greeks fell back from Koritza and Fiorina 
and then, still fighting hard all the way, 
crossed the hilly country in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Lake Kastoria to the foothills of the 
great massif of Pindus. From (he river 
Vistritza to Mount Olympus, close to the 
shore of the Aegean, the front was held by 
Greek units and the Forces of the Empire. 
Thus, since the Greeks had also fallen back 
from their advanced positions in Albania, 
the line of battle now stretched from the 
mountains of South Albania on the west to 
Mount Olympus on the cast. 



In th)« rsaiond pli«tOfr»ph * Cnrmftn tupply column U loon making 
iu WOT along ono of tho mountain roada In Yugoclavia. Many audi 
motorliod columm pourod ovor ttiat country’a froociora following 
Cormany’t inTOaion, and many woro doatroyod by Altiod aircraft. 
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Britain v. Germany: the Strategy of the War 


THB CAMPAIGN OP 1941 I* B«lng fvwght over 4 VMt bsttUftold mMcMitf from th« Atlantic to Cha Alack Soa. from tba North Atlantic to tho Sum 
C anal. How advantagoout In tomo rotpoett It Cormany't potition will ho apparont from thit map j hut It thowa, too, tho ttrongth that Britain 
darivot from har taa powar. From “ Tki A'nr VorA Timts Magtutn* ’’ 


A Note on Strategy 

ROM the Pyrenees to North Cape, from 
the English Channel to the Bia^ Sea, 
Hitler’s legions march with none to 
say them nay. Not even Napoleon at the 
height of his greatness ruled over so many 
countries, chained so many peoples to his war 
machine. The swastika flag waves over 
regions into which the Roman eagles never 
penetrated. Never was Europe so “ united ” 
as today, when, with the exception of only two 
or three comparatively minor states, the whole 
family of continental countries makes up 
Hitler's empire. 

Great have been the victories won by the 
generals and the soldiers of the man who was 
a company runner on the Western Front in 
the last war. Great victories and many, but 
still the war is not over. Just beyond the 
rim of Hitler's Europe sail the ships of 
Britain’s Navy. If the land is Germany’s the 
sea is still what it has been for centuries-- 
Britain's. As in Napoleon’s day so in this, 
the mighty struggle is one between a whale 
and an elephant. 

Germany’s Supremacy on Land 
The elephant’s strength is based on what 
are called the interior tines. He occupies the 
inside of the circle, and it b an easy matter 
for him to transfer his troops and his trains 
from one sector to another. His communica¬ 
tions are magnificent, consisting as they do 
of the network of railways and roads with 
which generations of enterprise have equipped 
the continent. He has enormous populations 
— his own and the races he has enslaved—on 
which to draw for his cannon fodder and his 
industrial serfs. Then for years he prepared 
for war, and be did not make the mistake of 
thinking that this new war would be fought 
on the same lines as that of 1914-1918 ; in 
other words, he thought not of trenches and 


barbed wire and concrete, but of tanks and 
motor lorries, of dive bombers and troop- 
carrying 'planes, of spies and Fifth Columnists. 
It is not really surprising that with all these 
advantages, to which may be added the 
tradition of discipline of Europe’s greatest 
militarist nation, the Germans should have 
proved able to crush all their foes within reach 
of their armoured columns. 

Britaia's Mastery of the Sea 

Against this continent in arms Britain flings 
into the balance her Islands, her Common¬ 
wealth, her Mercantile Marine and incom¬ 
parable Navy, the resources of a quarter of the 
globe, the products of the labour of one flfth 
of the human race. All that might tends to 
be concentrated in the waters that surround 
the Fuehrer's Reich. To the British Isles a 
great stream of ships brings food and raw 
materials without which our millions could not 
live, the war supplies without which we could 
not continue the fight. At the same time our 
fleets have swept from the seas Hitler’s ships, 
and hold the Continent in the relentless grip 
of the blockade. No doubt there are many 
leaks in the blockade ; in our impatience its 
operation seems all too slow. But there is not 
a home, not a factory, not a fort or camp in 
Hitler’s Germany which is not the poorer 
because of our patrolling Navy. 

Sea-power, then, is Britain's great advan¬ 
tage. Because of it she can fwd her own 
people and (eventually, at least) make the 
Germans go hungry. Her fighting line can 
be supplied from America, democracy’s inex¬ 
haustible arsenal. She can tap the world's 
oil supplies, whereas the Germans have to “ go 
easy ” on petrol, and if they want to replenish 
their stoclu must make a drive against Iraq 
or the Russian oil fields in the Caucasus. 

But the sea is no obstacle to the aeroplhne, 
and Hitler's air power is still greater than 


Britain’s. Far out over the Atlantic rove hit 
bombers, seeking whom they may devour 
of our merchant ships, and night after night 
there descend from Uie skies on our cities 
loads of death-dealing metal. True, Britain 
too has a great Air Force, one which it growing 
daily in numbers and might ; but in the air 
war the Germans have the advantage of a 
concentrated target, whereas the British 
offensive has to be distributed over a vast 
area, many of the most vital spots being 
ahnost out of range of even our long-distance 
'planes. Already there is discernible a shift of 
industry from the much-bombed Rhineland 
and Ruhr to Czechoslovakia and even to 
Poland ; and as our air strength grows, as 
our bombers multiply and grow in range, more 
and more of Germany’s factories will be trans¬ 
ferred to the more distant parts of Nazi-con¬ 
trolled Europe. But in Britain no such transfer 
is possible ; war workers, her civilian popula¬ 
tion, are in the front line in very deed. They 
must fight where they stand ; they can do no 
other. 

\\'hale or Elephant: Which 7 

This, then, is the strategical setting of the 
battle of 1941 . Already the curtain 1^ gone 
up on the terrific drama ; already the issue 
is joined between the hordes of Hitler's 
slaves and the armies of free men put into the 
field by the British Commonwealth and its 
Allies. In the passes of Greece, on the sun- 
blistered desert of North Africa, the 
mechanized Attila is struggling furiously, with 
an utter disregard for human life, to pierce the 
ranks of those—oh 1 so few and none too 
well equipped—who alone stand between him 
and the domination of the world. 

Before the year ends the issue will have 
been decided. Whale or elephant ; which will 
win ? By the time the leaves now forming 
in the spring sunshine have withered and 
fallen we shall know. 
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We Simply Had to Help the Greeks! 


After more then holding their own egdnst the Italians, the Greeks were suddenlf 
attacked hy a new and even more powerful foe in the early hours of April d, 1941 . 

Greece,” said Mr. Kotxias, Goremor of Athens, ” has the rtry great hono\ir to affront 
a people of 135 , 000 , 000 , perfectly armed and showing its hatred against the Greek race.” 
Yet the C^e^ were undismayed, and for the second time they answered ” No.” 


T hose amazing Greeks \ Just how 
amazing was not perhaps generally 
realized until Mr. CburchiU’s speech 
in the House of Commons on April 9 in 
which he revealed that when Mr. Eden and 
General Dill had met the Greek King and 
Prime Minister, the Prime Minister, Mr. 
Koryzis (who died so suddenly nine days 
later), had ** declared spontaneously on 
behalf of his Government that Greece was 
resolved at all costs to defend her freedom 
and native soil against any aggressor; and 
that even if they were leA wholly unsupported 
by Great Britain or by their neighbours, 
Turkey and Yugoslavia, they would never¬ 
theless remain faithful to their alliance with 
Great Britain which came into play at the 
opening of the Italian invasion, and that 
they would fight to the death against both 
Italy and Germany.” 

Well might the House of Commons cheer 
that spirited declaration as they learnt of it 


from Mr. Churchill’s tips. Amongst the 
countries of the Continent, Greece is one of 
the least consequence in size, population and 
material resources. If any country might be 
excused for bowing the knee to Hitler, then 
that country might be Greece. But in the 
Greeks of today there is more than a sug^> 
tion of that fine spirit which was seen in the 
Greeks of old—in, say, that little force who 
held the pass of Thermopylae against the 
Persian hordes, and who on the eve of that 
never-to-be-forgotten fight were observed by 
the wondering enemy nonchalantly combing 
their hair in complete disregard of the death 
which was $0 soon to come upon them. 

” This being so," went on Mr. Churchill, 
" it seemed that our duty was dear. We were 
bound in honour to give them all the aid in 


our power. If they were resolved to face the 
might and fury of the Huns, we had no choice 
but that we should share their ordeal and 
that the soldiers of the British Army most 
stand in the line with them." There was 
hazard in that decision, indeed a double 
hazard. * * But, ’ ’ averred the Premier, ” there 
is DO less likdy vray of winning the war than 
to adhere p^nlically to the maxim of 
* safety first.’ ’* So early in March Britain 
had entered into a military agreement with 
the Greeks, and an Imperial army had gone 
to Greece. 

That spirit of independence which marked 
every utterance of King George of the 
Hellenes and his ministers in Greece’s hour of 
supreme crisis was soon evinced by Greeks 
of every rank and class and situation. At the 
front, particularly in the forts of the Struma 
Pass, the soldiers took on enormous odds 
with an almost gay resolution. In one fort 
they beat off every attack for 36 hours, and 


the defenders were almost overwhelmed 
when the Germans managed to enter the fort's 
underground passages. But the little garrison 
were undaunted, and after a tremendous 
struggle the intruders were driven out. One 
advanced detachment fought so heroically 
that the German commander, when the 
battle was over, saluted the Greek dead by 
way of tribute to their bravery. 

Then there was the " Battalion of Death," 
which lived up to its name—a special force of 
crack troops formed to fight rearguard 
actions to cover the withdrawal of the main 
forces ; when the commanders of the frontier 
units called for volunteers for the battalion, 
every soldier stepped forward. For days the 
fight went on in those frontier regions, long 
aAer the Germans had thundered past on 


*AUSSIES* HAIL THE GREEKS 
Order of the Day Issued by U.-Gen. Sir Thomas 
Blarney to the Australian Forces In Greece 

Jinc twMtr-Ux yun AutCnUUn Army carrM 

out cho flrtt o^railoA on nonhorn MoeUorranotn 
(horot, whon our kintmon landoU at Gallipoli. 

Wo havo now landod afoln to thooo ro|loni. to fight 
at cKo tMo of tho Grookt. and to evorthrow onto moro 
tho Gornwn offert to onaiavo tho world. 

Tho Grook nation—tho smollott and tho pooroat of 
oN tho notlona that tho Axia aought to bully Into tub- 
miMlon—olono rofutod to aubmit. 

Thoir offorta. along with our own. havo alroady 
doacroyod ono of tho Axia portnon u 0 Powor and forcod 
tho Gormana to uko control of Itoly'a doatiny. 

Thoro eon bo no doubt olao that thoir valiant and 
auccoocful atrugglo hod 0 groat offoct in dotormlnlng 
VugoaUvia. aftor aha had yloldod to Gorman bullying, 
to anao and dofy tho Axia powort. 

In Auatrolla wo know lllilo of thia vollanr nation. I 
am turo that oa you got to know tho Grooki tho magnlfl- 
cant courago of thoir roalaunco wIM Improaa you moro 
and moro. It la not untikoty that tho action of thIa 
amall and noblo nation may orovo In tho and to bo tho 
boginnlng of tho final downfall of Natl tyranny. 

bofpro you havo boon long In Grooco you will roollxo 
that ovary Grook man and woman, ovary pound of 
Grook monoy, la bolng put Into tho war offort. Thoy 
aro undorgolng groat prlvationt and willingly making 
grant Mcrincoa. Wo coma aa comrado^lw-erwo. and 
Choy wolcemo M aa tiKh.—Athena, April 14. IS4I 

either flank and had occupied Salonika far 
to the rear. Against artillery and dive- 
bombers. against flame-throwers and the 
assaults of Hiller’s shock troops, those little 
groups of Greeks kept up the fight isolated 
and alone, hopeless of succour, yet resolved 
to keep their flag flying to the last. Then 
behind the lines the civilian population 
laboured untiringly, while women toiled in 
repairing roads broken by shell-fire and 
building new. 

Speaking in London on April 16, when 
there was no information nor indication 
that the main forts bad yet fallen, Colonel 
Contoleon, Acting Military Attach^ at the 
Greek Legation in London, said: “The self- 
sacrifice of their brave defenders has not 
been in vain. Not only have they written one 
of the most brilliant pages of Greek military 
history, but they have also for many days 
blocked the routes into Eastern Mac^onia, 
thus making possible the rescue, smooth em¬ 
barkation, and transportation of substantial 
numbers of the Greek forces of Eastern 
Macdonia. When these numbers are revealed 
they will cause amazement and relief." 

* Nothing More than Chauffeurs!’ 

When at last the forts fell it was because 
they were literally overwhelmed by the 
weight of the German mechanized armament. 
’ ‘ We thought we would have to fight against 
soldiers," said one of the Greeks wounded as 
he lay in his bed in an Athens hospital, 
" but we found we had to fight machines. 
We knew we could not survive such an 
onslaught, but we felt we must kill as many 
as possible before dying. Yet when we got 
the Germans out of their machines and away 
from their steering-wheels we found them no 
belter than the Italians." 

Then a note of contempt entered his voice 
and he almost spat. " They didn’t like our 
bayonets," he said^ " they are nothing 
more than chauffeui^." And his comrades 
in the beds around him grinned their assent 
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Not Winter Nor the Italians Beat Our Allies 
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Prelude to the Battle of Cape Matapan 



Firtt photographf at th« laCtl* of March }t to bo publlihod aro raproducod In thi* paga. Thair ahow tha aarliar «taga« of the battle, which took place 
in daylight, whan Vlca>Admiral PrIdhancWippall •wccaadod in decoying the Italian ahipt toward* the big gun* of Admiral Cunningham** battlathip*. 
Abova, dettroyar* are laying a amok* tcraan to cover tha approach of the iritiah Float. While doing it they war* ahallad by th* Italian battlothip, 
Vittorio Vanato. H.M.S. Gloucaater, which iolnad with tha deatroyar* In making th* amok* acraan, i* aaan below. I'Mot, ! ht i imn " 





